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If the Wicked ſhall do Penance from all his Sins which he hath 
' wrought, and ſhall keep all my Precepts, and do judgment and! 
juſtice; living he ſhall live, and ſhall not die. Al his iniquities 
which he hath wrought 1 will not remember. In his juſtice which 
he hath wrought he ſhall Iive. Is the death of a Sinner my Mil, 


faith eur Lord God, and not that he convert from his ways and 
dive Ezech. xviii. 21, 22, 23. 


Waſh jou then, be clean, take away the Evil of your Thought. | 


from my eyes: Ceaſe to a7 perverſely: Learn to do good': Seek 
Judgment, ſuccour the Oppreſt, judge for the Orphan, defend the 
Widow; and come and accuſe me, ſaith the Lord: If your Sins 
all be as Scarlet, they ſhal be made white as Suow; and 


if they be red as Vermilion, hey ſhall be white as MD 
Ialab i. 16, 17, 18. 


68 ies ung to G0 2 aſter 
by "Via, than Lukewarm Innocence 
in Mor. 


Many however are alling to fall with David, who will no: 
e riſe again with David. Whereas he is not propoſed as 2 Pat« 


* tern for Sin, but for an Example to you, if you have fallen 
« to riſe again. Let the Innocent then take warning by him not, 


to fall, and Sinners by following him learn to riſe.” $ St. Auguſtin 
in Pſalm L. 
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Fuſt Publiſh*d . 
1 HE Life of our Lord and Saviour JeſusChriſt; 


with Devout Meditations and Pious Reflections 


on every Part of it, By E. Vates. D. C. Price 
bound 49. | 


2. Spiritual Advice to Children : Containing ſuch 
neceſſary and uſeful Inſtructions, as may ſuffice to 
make them good and happy Chriſtians during their 
whole Lives. Price4d. or 35. 6 d. a Dozen. 


2. A Caution againſt Prejudice, n in Mat- 
ters which concern our Devotions. In a Paſtoral Let- 
ter, from a Miſſioner in Town to his Penitent in the 
Country, Price 6 d. or 5 5. a Dozen. 


4. Eternal Miſery the neceſſary Conſequence of 
Infinite Mercy abuſed. A Sermon, in which is de- 
monſtratively proved, from the Attribute of God's 
Mercy, as well as his Juſtice, that the Puniſhments of 
the Reprobate in a future State muſt be Eternal, To 
which is prefix*'d, A Preface, containing a ſhort but 
fill Anſwer to Mr. Whiſton's late Treatiſe againſt the 
Eternity of Hell-Torments, With a Plain and Cer- 
tain Rule to find out when the Terms, Ever, Forever, 
Eternal, Everlaſting, and the like, in any Paſſage 
throughout the whole Scripture, are to be taken in a 
limited Senſe for an Age, or other determin'd Dura- 
tion, and when in an unconfined one for a Duration 
properly Eternal, Price 15. TI 


5. Deiſm and Chriſtianity fairly conſider'd, in four 
Dialogues, To which is added, a Fifth upon Latitu- 
dinarian Chriſtianity, And two Letters to a Friend 
upon a Book intitled, The Moral Philoſopher, By 


3. 3:* *. Price 30% 
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T HE 


PREFACE 


TO THE 
Catholic Reader. 


T has been the laudable Practice of the 
Church in all Ages to preſcribe to Repent- 
ing Sinners, a ſpecial application to Prayer 
© and ſpiritual Exerciſes as one part of the 
temporal Satisfaction due from them to 
GOD for their paſt Offences. And of all 
the Forms of Prayer propoſed by the Church to the 
Faithful there is perhaps no Set of Devotions more 
frequently enjoin'd by Directors to their Penitents, 
by way of ſacramental Penance, than the SEVEN 

ENITENTIAL PSALMS; as indeed there 
is not any more proper for that holy purpoſe : They 


containing all the Piety and Unctien neceffar 0 


raiſe the Soul of a Sinner, once converted to GOD, 
to a ſincere perfect and laſting Repeatance ; if they be 
but rightly made uſe of, Whence comes it then ſtill, 
that of the Many who recite theſe ſacred Pſalms by 
way of facramental Satisfaction for their Sins, in obe- 
dience to their ſpiritual n there are ſo very 
V | 4 few 
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few to be found who do not again relapſe into their 


former ſinful Condition, and in ſo doing loſe the 
Fruits of a confirm'd Repentance, which their 


Ghoſtly- Fathers intended them by enjoining this 


devout exerciſe? The Source of it ſeems to be this, 
that, for want of Underſtanding many of the ele- 
vated and myſtical expreſſions contain'd in each of 
theſe ſacred Canticlet, and for want either of natural 
Talent or ſpiritual Knowledge enough to make a 
proper Application of them to themſelves, very few 
enter into the true Spirit with which they ought to 
be uſed. So that the Major Part of Penitents, con- 
tenting themſelves with a verbal Repetition of this 
part of their ſpiritual Penance, make it rather an act 
of Obedience only than a fruitful act of Obedience 
Repentance and Devotion. The Conſequence of 
which is that, if in virtue of ſacramental Grace, they 
do depart from the Tribunal of Confeſſion acquitted. 
of the Guilt of their Sins, they depart not ſufficiently 
purified from every Attachment to it, 

It cannot well be wonder'd therefore that in ſuch 
their Paſſions ſhau'd gather ſtrength and their pious 
Reſolutions grow fainter as the Mediocrity of their fer- 
vour decreaſes ; beſet as they are on every ſide by in- 
veterate habits, freſh Temptations, and the revival of 
their former but half-ſtifled Affections to Evil: What 
leſs have they to apprehend when they are unprovided 
with that vigorous Ardour of love for GOD and ſelf- 
deteſtation, which a pure and perfect Contrition ariſing 
from a thorough Senſe of his infinit Goodneſs and their 
own Unworthineſs, alone, can give. to repenting Sin- 
ners. For tho” Attrition, that is a ſincere Sorrow, pro- 
ceeding from ſome inferior Motive ſuch as the fear of 
Hell, Sc. and excluding all actual Wilt to Sin; tho', 
I fay, this Attrition, when join'd with Sacramental 
Grace may be ſufficient to juſtify a Sinner; yet it is 
by fervently and conſtantly aſpiring to a perfect Con- 


trition that he muſt hope to attain to a Confirmation in 
Grace, To help repenting Sinners to This then is te 
chief Intent of ſpiritual Directors in enjoining 1 . 
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part, or in full, of their Sacramental Penance, And 
This they cannot well miſs of, if they ſeriouſly and ſin- 
cerely repeat them in the ſame Spirit, in which the 
Holy Prophet penn'd them. "30 

I imagin'd therefore that it cou'd neither be an u- 
profitable nor an unacceptable Office to Such as are ſin- 
cerely defirous of converting themſelves wholly to 
GOD; if I ſhou'd labour to render this devout Ex- 
erciſe familiar to them in a ſhort and pious Paraphraſe, ; 
which might enable them, who are obliged to repcat 
all or any of theſe P/al/ms by way of facramental Pe- 
nance, to reap the fruits of Cs as well as the merit j 
of Obedience from them; and teach Thoſe who recite f 
them out of voluntary Humiliation how to aſpire to a 
perfect Contrition. | 

When reſolved upon this Undertaking I was not in- 
ſenſible either of the Difficulty of the Taſk or of my own 
natural Inequality to it. But the ſovereign Confidence 
I have reaſon to place in the divine Aſſiſtance left me no 
room to doubt but that the ſame unwearied Inſpirer of 
all Wiſdom and Goodneſs, who has fo often perfected 
his Praiſe from the Mouth of Infants and Sucklings + 
could even (and wou'd, ſeęing the purity of my Inte- 
tions) teach Sinners by the mouth of a Sinner the way 
to a perfect Repentance. Wherefore as no Sinner, 
perhaps, ever with leſs Deſert has received greater 

ights and Graces from the Divine Mercy in the 
Penitential Way than my Self; I thought 1 cou'd not 
make any leſs acknowledgment of the infinit Grati- 
tude which I myſelf owe —— for his Goodneſs to me 

in particular, than to ſet myſelf this Penance of endea- . 
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Youring to forward Others in n Compundtoin. 9 
For tho* I cannot charge myſ F with the ſpecific Guilt M / 


=> 


which firſt gave Occaſion to theſe devout Acts of Contri- 
tion; yet conſidering the more weighty Duties of the 
Prieſts of the new Law than thoſe of the Prophets of the 
Old, and the greater Graces and Helps communicated _ 
to us than to them, I cannot help thinking that al! 
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Perfection we ought to tend to are more heinous and 


leſs pardonable in us than in Them, And therefore 


when 1 look back on my own life in particular, and in 
this light view my former Vanities and paſt Neglects of 
Public Good, I cannot but think myſelf in more 
need, than ever David was, of promoting Contrition 
in myſelf by forwarding it in Others, 

And however this may ſcem foreign to the preſent 
purpoſe, it really is not ſo, For in the firft Place, it 
is the general Concern of all Chriſtians, as well Laity 
as Clergy, to entertain the like juſtly mean Opinion 
of themſelves, However free they may have preſerved 
themſelves from abſolute Mortal Sins, if they do but 
conſider on One hand the infinit Purity of GOD in 
himſelf and the Immenſity of his Mercies to them, 
and on the other hand how oppohit every the leaſt Ve- 
nial Sin is to that Sovereign Purity and how ungrate- 
ful a Return it is, for the ineffable Graces, Lights, 


Means, and Calls to Perfection which they have from 
time to time received from that Source of all bounty; 


they will find but too great room for the deepeſt Con- 


trition in themſelves, which they cannot better aſpire 
to than by endeavouring to promote it in Others. In 
the next place, as e e ges of the Good I am 


empower'd by my Function to do, is an Injury done 


to the Public, I can take no fairer Opportunity, than 


this Penitential Treatiſe affords me of attoning for 
any paſt Deficiencies, by preſent and future Aſſidui- 
ties to ſerve them. In fact it was this Motive which 
chiefly ſet me upon the following Undertaking: Which, 


ſuch as it is, J here preſent them with, heartily wiſhing | 


it may be profitable to All. To give them therefore 
ſome Idea of it, I ſhall juſt add a ſuccint Account of 
the Method I have obſerved through the Whole. 


After the general Argument or Account of this 


Work, which immediately follows the Preface, 
I have given the Title proper to each P/alm, as it 


ſtands in the Vulgate tranſlated literally after the 
the learned Engliſh Verſion of the Douay Bible. To | 


which 1 have added a brief Explanation for the Satis- 


£:6&ion of the Unlearned. Immoedlately after this | 
h M have 
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have likewiſe annext a brief Argument or Account ot 


theP/alm itſelf, that the Readers may have ſome hiſto- 
rical Notion of it, the better to enable them to enter 


into it's true ſpiritual Senſe, In the Text of the Pam 
indeed I have rather follow'd the Manual than the Deu 


ay Verſion; as the difference is not material, as both 
are approved of, and as the Former is in moſt hands. 
My chief Reaſon however for doing this is, that They, 


who ſhall have read this Paraphraſe attentively, may 


read the P/alms with more fruit in their Manuals, when 
they have not this at hand. * 


To the Paraphraſe I-have endeavour'd to give ſuch 
a penitent Turn as every Repenting Sinner's Mind 


_ ought to have after Abſolution: And to ſucceed in this 


the better, have purſued thoſe very Sentiments which 
the ſimple Lecture of the Text raiſed in my own Soul: 


Tho' not without conſulting the Fathers and other or- 


thodox able Divines for their Aſſent, leſt, truſting to 


my own feeble Lights, I might have ran into Error. 


And to the little Familiarity IJ have acquired with them, 
it is that I owe all the Succeſs; if I have at all imitated, 
as I endeavour'd to do, that noble Tranſport, or Tran- 
{tion from one devout Sentiment to another which is 


ſo very peculiar to the Royal Pſalmiſt. The Defre of 


copying after whom, as much as the Nature of the 
Work wou'd permit, with regard to this particular, 


PW Ape Wars TH Ae 100g Po TIT apy, a RR pe ur oy ages 7 ng ye ry, tef 


CT. 


was the reaſon of my enlarging upon ſome | Paſſages 


much leſs than I might have done. And yet I have 


made the Whole ſomething longer than was abſolutely 
needful, for the Sake of making every Verſe a kind ef 


ſeparate Prayer, or Act of Humiliation 3 that Such as 


have neither obligation, nor time, nor actual Inclina- 
tion to repeat a whole Phſalm at once, may at any time 
find a devout act of contrite Aſpiration, almoſt in any 


part they firſt caſt their eyes on. 5901 
Wherefore if it be objected that the Whole is too 
extenſive for one continued Act of Devotion; fam 
what I have juſt mention'd it will be eaſy to anmſwer, 
that This is more than it was intended for. I only de- 
hgn it as a practical Sons to ccach the illiterate, hovy 
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to read the Text with Fruit, when Obligation or Piety 
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hall lead them to make uſe of it. Nevertheleſs, if, at : 


any time the Fervor of a Perſon, to whom theſe 
Seven Pſalms are enjoin'd by way of Penance, ſhould 


prompt ham to add the voluntary Penance of reciting 


this Paraphraſe alſo, the ſame Fervor will naturally 


| ſuggeſt to him that what is too long for one continued 


exerciſe may not be too long for ſeven Intervals of 


Leiſure. So that if he ſhou'd have the Seven Pſalms en- 
join'd him to ſay once a Week; it may not be perhaps 
=y mighty Grievance for him once a . through the 

eek, to add the Paraphraſe on one of them, in their 
Several Turns. I fay this, not to lay a burden upon 
Any: For it is plain there can be no burden, as there is no 


Obligation. I mean no more then than a hint to Thoſe, 


whoſe State of Life allows them leiſure and whoſe Zeal 


map one them to ſuper- erogatory Exerciſes of Devotion. 
With regard to the Merit of this Paraphraſe J have 


nothing more to ſay in it's behalf than that the : 


Thoughts are Orthodox and, I hope, not impropey 
* for any Perſon to entertain in reading the Text, I do 


not however, by any means pretend to deliver them as 


the __ or beſt Turn which may be given to the Words: | 


of the Royal Pſalmiſt. I only offer them as theSentiments 


which thoſe Words raiſed in me on peruſing them, and 


what I hope may prove as beneficial at leaſt to Such as 
are pleaſed to adopt them as they were to me in pen- 


ning them down, As therefore I do not preſume to 


aſcribe to this little Work the Merit of a Perfect Piece 
I am not afraid of truſting to the Candour of the Learn- 


ed for overlooking any immaterial Deficiencies or 
Wants of Embelliſkment in a Work which is calculated 


chiefly for the Unletter'd plainer Underſtandings. 
Much lefs can I apprehend that N Party, or 


Prejudice will interfere in a work of this Nature, to ob- 


ſtruct the little general Good it may de, by ſtarting 


trivial Objections. Provided Good be done, and 
GOD's Honour be advanced; it matters little who, 


or how infignificant be the Inſtrument. And ſlender | 


45 the Merit of this Performance may be, ſome Good, 


CRT ne 


3" TTRe-PREFACE. vi 
| in all probability, .it may and will do. Since if it be 
| found by competent Judges to fall ſhort of the End for 
| which Lage it; there is room to hope that Some 

abler Divine will employ his Zeal in giving the public 

a perfect Piece on the 3 Subject. Which I ſhou'd 
be ſo far from being ſorry for, that, next to the happi- 

1 neſs of excelling in Good myſelf, I cou'd not wiſh for 

|; greater pleaſure than to ſee my endeavours te do well 
|, made the Means of Another's doing better, In the 
|, mean time I am willing to believe that This will not 
be unprofitable, 

For the greater Satisfaction of every Reader, I have 

left the words of the Text unalter'd in the Para wy 5 

and diſtinguiſh'd them by different Characters, that 

maaay be able at one glancè to diſcern them from my Ex 
planations, And yet I have endeavour'd ſo to connect 
both as to make them appear but one compleat Senſe, if 
the difference of Characters was removed. This I 

| have done to give him the greater eaſe in judging of the 
naturalneſs of the Connection. | 

* I have here and there interſperſed the Paraphraſe with 
Aleful moral Reflections, that the Mind of the Penitent, 
at the ſame time as it is lifted up to G OD in devotion, 
may be help'd to proper hints how to improve that 
Devotion in practice. Tho? This I have not done 

without the venerable Sanction of thoſe Sacred Writers 
who have trodden this path before me: And where I have 

04 done it, I have taken care rather to enforce than inter- 

1 rupt the fervor of Prayer. ., 
Again in ſome places of the Paraphraſe, I have put 

into the Hebrew (or rather into the Chriſtian) Peni- 

tent's mouth ſome penitential expreſſions of other Pro- 

« phets, as well ſuch as were after David in point of time 

g as thoſe who preceded him, Which cannot be deem'd 

an Impropriety ; confidering, on one hand, that it was 

neither impoſhble nor improbable for David, who was 
himfelf a Prophet and confequently inſpired by GOD, _ 
to entertain the fame holy Sentiments as other Pro- 
phets not his co-temporaries and to forebode ma 3 
things ſpoken of by Others poſterior to him in time: © 
„„ | Beſides © 
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Beſides that the Senſe of many of thoſe exprefions 
may be found in one part or other of this ſacred Mo- 
narch's own Writings, tho” not altogether in the ſame 
Words. And on the other hand as this Parapbraſe is 
deſign'd for the Uſe of Chri/tian Penitents, who are by 
ſo many Centuries poſterior to all the Prophets, it can- 
not be improper to borrow from theſe any Contexts 
capable of ſtirring up Chriſtians to a perfect Contrition, 
by placing the Royal Penitent's Repentance in it's 
ſtrongeſt Light, ; 

At the Concluſion of every Pſalm, I thought it 
cou'd not be amiſs to ſuit the N on the Glory 
be to the Father, &c. to the immediately preceeding 
Subject, that the Penitent may renew his | Flee to the 
B. Trinity by the freſh ſideration of different 
Mercies received from it, and may learn the pious art 
of diverſifying his Ejaculations. of Praiſe to the Al- . 
mighty on every occaſion, The Prayer at the end 
of Each Pfalm, he will fee, is a brief Summary of 
the Whole P/alm and Paraphraſe; which he may 
make uſe of as his leiſure and devotion ſuggeſt, when 
neither obliged nor enclined to fay the Pfalm it ell. 
And at the End of all he will find a Paraphraſe on 
Pſalm LXIX, which I have purpoſely added for the 
benefit of ſuch as ſhall add to the Repetition of the 
SEVEN PENITENTIAL PSALMS thatof 
the Litanies of the Saints, in which the ſaid Pſalm is 
included, | | 


And now left Any, who may be diſpoſed to be 


more than ordinarily pleaſed with this little Perfor- 
mance, attribute to me the Praiſes I do not deſerve ; 


I think myſelf bound to own that I am greatly indebt- 
ed for the chief Succeſs in this Undertaking, under 
GOD, to the Sacred Interpreters who have gone be- 
fore me, For tho” I have follow'd no One in parti- 
cular, it is owing to the Lights I have borrow'd from 
All that J have been able to Scceed thus far for the Spi- 
ritual Advancement of the Penitent Souls for whoſe _ 

Uſe I wrote it. Indeed in the Arguments I have 


chiefly follow'd the Learned and unwearicdly elaborate | 5 


Ferrane 
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the, Sphere of litteral Scholiaſts. And him in ſome 
places I have little more than tranſcribed, as I have 


Raynerius, in ſome Parts of the General Argument. 


So that there, if any thing be found of injudicious or 
trifling, perhaps upon comparing Notes it will prove 
to be my own. | | 
But be that as it may: Whatever is contain'd in 
this little Treatiſe of good or indifferent, I moſt chear- 
fully ſubmit to the approbation or cenſure of that One, 
Holy, Catholic, and Apoſtolic Church whoſe unwor- 


thy Son I am, and in whoſe obedience I hope to live 


and die, as one whom neither Fear of Death nor Love 
of Life can ſeparate from that Faith and Charity of 


GOD which is in CHRIST JESUS. And that 


I may ever perſiſt in this diſpoſition, I earneſtly be- 
ſeech All, who ſhall find this little Labour uſetul to 
them, to make me ſharer in their Fruits of Penance : 

That what is wanting in me to deſerve this blefling 
their joint Petitions may obtain me, from the Throne 
of Mercy. | 


Ferrandus, finding him the moſt accurate of * in 
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The SEVEN 


PENITENTIAL PSALMS. 
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The General Argument. 


eren E whole Pfalter is a kind of Nivine Poem 


ſublimeſt Doctrins and abounding with 
myſtical Sweets capable of enlivening the 
mind,cheriſhing the heart and raviſhing the 
whole with exquiſit Delight. It is an 


full of ſpiritual Intelligence, rich in the 


abundant Treaſure of celeſtial Grace teeming with the 


richeſt Fruits of Unction in the Souls of Such as are 


and will be at the pains of diving to the Depth of it's 


latent Beauties. Theſe are not ſo much apparent in 
the Shell as in the Kernil, not ſo eaſy to be reliſh'd 


in the Letter as in the Allegory, not to be number'd 


by the multiplicity of Words, but by the numerous 


Myſteries they are full of. 40 


his Pſalter then is compoſed of one hundred and 
fifty Pſalms, and is ſo call'd from the muſical Inſtru- 


ment to which David chiefly adapted them, call'd by 
4 Moderns, Nablum, or 
rather Nebel 9g, by the Greeks 4ax]igiay, by ſome 


the Hebrews, according to t 
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(ir) 
the Latin Organum, tho“ by others more rightly 
Pſalterium, a ten- ſtring Inſtrument, according to the 
moſt judicious Conjectures, not very unlike our mo- 
dern Harps, For David, as it appears in the iſt of 
 Paralipomenon, or Chronicles xv. play'd upon this In- 
ſtrument himſelf when actually dancing before the 
Ark of the Lord, which was much more practicable 
for him to do, ſuppoſing it to be a Harp than an Organ. 

Not but this Jaſt-mention'd Inſtrument made one 


part of the ſacred Symphony which preceded this ſolemn - 


Proceſſion, as appears from the juſt quoted Chapter. 

It appears then from thence that our Holy Monarch, 
when he brought back from Sylo the Ark of GOD, 
choſe four thouſand Men of Hrael who with P/ſalteries 
(or Harps) Viols, Organs, Tymbrels (or Drums), 
Trumpets and Cymbals (or Kettle-drums) ſhould ac- 
company the Vocal Notes theſe P/alms were ſung in. 
Upon which ocaſion the P/alms probably were call'd 


the Pſalter from the Pſaltery, that being the Royal 


Inſtrument. Out of theſe four Thouſand he choſe 
a hundred and fifty Princes, who preceding might 
preſide over and direct the Reſt ; probably by begin- 
ning each the Pſalm allotted to him and giving the 
Key of it to the others of his Band. Again over 
theſe he placed other four, by name, Ethan, Heman, 
Aſaph and Idithum, perhaps as chief Muſic- Maſters of 


this numerous choir, And finally the Sons of Core 


he placed over the Door-keepers. 

Now tho' many of the P/alms bear the names of 
theſe in their Title, either for the ſake of doing ho- 
nour to their a or for the myſtical Signification 
of their Names and Offices; yet if we follow the 
Sentiments of St, Auguſtin and many other conſidera- 


ble Interpreters, they were all compoſed by David 


| himſelf. But St. Ferom and Others are of a contrary 


Opinion, This however is pretty generally agreed 


that he was Author of ſeveral of the principal Ones 
and Compiler of all, ; 
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in a variegated 


ö 

One thing is very certain that this ſacred P/alter is 
rich in the ſublimeſt ſpirituality the Soul can aſpire to 
and is variouſly interſperſed with the moſt uſeful In- 
ſtructions, one while by way of wholeſome Precept, 
one while in menaces of the moſt terrifying Puniſh- 
ments, and another while in the moſt . Pro- 
miſes of ineffable Rewards. Here it deſolves with the 
deepeſt Contrition of a heart embitter'd by the conſide- 
ration of it's own Guilt, and there it melts with the 
Overflowings of a Soul gladded by the ſupernatural 
Unction of an abounding Grace, In fhort it every 
where teems with the Divine Praiſes, expreſt in ſo pa- 
thetic and pleaſing a manner, that, like the Flowers 
3 they add beauty to Fruit ful- 
neſs, and make it the more profitable by rendering it 
ſovereignly delightful. To ſay all in a few Words, 
there is ſuch a kind of Divine Magic in theſe ſacred 
Canticles as is capable, with proper application, of ap- 
peaſing G O D's wrath, procuring his favour, deſtroy- 
ing Sin, obtaining pardon, quieting the Conſcience, 
enlightning the Mind, gladding the heart, and renew- 
ing and fortifying the whole Soul with Grace and Vir- 
tue. And therefore is it that the Church has more fre- 
quent recourſe to the P,alms in it's Divine Offices than 
to any other Parts of the Old Teſtament ; they con- 
taining, as it was, the Marrow and Quinteſſence of 

the Whole. e 
The Fathers divide them into three Fiſties applicable 


to the three States of the Faithful, The Fi State is 


that of INI TIATES, Beginners vr Novices in 


Repentance : And to theſe they adapt the firft Fifty | 


Pſalms which conclude with that incomparable P/alm 
of Contrition, Have mercy on me, O GOD, &c. The 
Second State is that of PROFICIENTS, that is, 


thoſe who are making progreſs from Virtue to virtue, 


in the Purſuit of Juſtice: And to theſe they apply the 


ſecond Fifty, which end in that beautiful Apoitrophe to 
GOD, Mercy and Fuſtice F will ſing to thee, O Lord. 


The third State is that of the PERFECT, either 


by confirmation in grace in this life, or by eftabliſh-" 
| ment 
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ment in glory in- the next: And to theſe they appro> 
priate the laſt Fi e with that elevating 


raife ye our Lord in his Holies, &c. 
Let every Spirit praiſe our Lord, 

Now for the particular more immediate Tſe of Sin- 
ners, the Church has made choice of Seven of the moſt 
penitential and ſpiritual of theſe Sacred Cantieles, and 
they are the Seven which are here paraphraſed, The 


Fr Four of them are taken from the firſt Fifty of 


the Pſalter and end in the abovemention'd Pſalm 
of Contrition, Have mercy on me, O God, &c, Con- 
trition being the .firſt great Reſult of perfect Repen- 
tance, The other Three are taken out- of the- Fitiy 
adapted to the Perſe, probably for this Reaſon, that 


it is only by fincerely aſpiring to and ſtruggling for 


Perfection that repenting Sinners can hope to perſe- 
vere in Contrition and make any proficiency in Grace 
and Virtue, | 

If it be ask'd why None are taken from the /econd 


_ * Fifty for the uſe of Proficients ; let it ſuffice for anſwer, 


that the Wiſdom of the Holy Spouſe of Chriſt, that 


Church which is guided and govern'd in.all her Dac- 


trins and univerſal diſciplinby the Holy Ghoſt, thought 
fit to diſpoſe otherwiſe. Tho? if it be at all lawful for 


perfect Obedience to reaſon upoh her Directions; we 


may offer this probable Conjecture, that her Intention 
in ſo doing is to remind the moſt advanced Profiezents, 
that Nothing will help them to a more ſpeedy poſſeſ- 
ſion of Chriſtian Perfection than perſeverance in Hu- 
mility and the confidering themſelves always as No- 
vices in Repentance and Grace, Which if they do; 
they will find theſe Pſalis as uſeful to them in a State 
of Proficiency as in the Infancy of Virtue. -$o like- 
wiſe, as the moſt Perfect in this Jife are not free from 


\ ſome Imperfections, the Juſteſt of Mankind ftand in 


necd. .of having conſtant recourſe to Humility, and 
with the help of That may reap benefit fram theſe ſa- 
cred Pſalms, The juſt Man falls ſeven times a day, 
and by ſeven times recurring to all or part of 'T tefe 
may find an effectual 2 of riſing as often. _ 
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much more then has not the new-Repenting Sinner 
Reaſon to apply to this ſeven-fold Fountain of Peni- 
tential Grace to purify and cleanſe himſelf from all or 
any of the ſeven deadly Sins his Soul has been ftain'd 
and eorrupted with; a Corruption ſo much the more 
foul and dreadful than the ſewer plagues of Egypt as 
the ſoul is of more Conſequence than the Body, the 
Spirit than the Fleſh | Let all then apply to this devout 
Exerciſe for the degree of Grace they ftand in need of: 
Since None are fo perfect as not to ſtand in need of 
Repentance; and None ſo Imperfect or criminal but 
that penitently and devoutly making ufe of it they 

may become Perfect. | 
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PSALM VL 
The Title. 
To the End in fongs a Pſalm of David for au 


ve. 


E litteral Senſe of this Title ſeems 
do be, according to the opinion of ſome 
of the moſt judicious Commentators, 
that the Songs, or Verſes, in this P/a/m,- 
to the end of it, were ſet to an Octave, 
the eighth Note in Muſic, which was 
to be the Key of them: Tho' Others conjecture that 
the Whole was compoſed by David for an eight-ſtring 
. _ Harp. Now if we compare this and other hke Titles 
with 1 Chronicles xv. 21. where the two Synonymous 
Terms M35 Cinnorath and i Shemintth are 
uſed the one for a harp the other for an Ofave or par- 
ticular modulation of it, it is highly - probable that 
both Senſes are true and that the royal Pſalmiſt com- 
poſed this ſacred Canticle to be ſung to a particular In- 
ſtrument on a particular Key. And what makes it - 
more probaple is, that, conſidering the Hebrew Root of 
Shemanith OW which ſignifies he hath var and 
the natural Tendency which Octaves in Muſic judi- 
ciouſly managed have to fattening the heart and raifing 
the moſt drooping Spirits, it ſeems to have been y 995 
conſiſtent with David's m 8 Situation to chute | 
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ſuch an Inſtrument and ſuch Muſic for this P/ahn as 
were moſt likely to contribute towards chearing his af-- 
- Aicted Soul at the time of ſinging it. 

According to the generality of Spiritual Interpre- 
ters however it _ be thus paraphraſed in a myſtical 


Senſe: To the end of all our Hopes and Deſires 
CHRIST JESUS, A P/almef David and every 
true Penitent 7 41 deliverance from the Terrors of. the 
laſt and dreadful Judgment, which is an Oave or 


” 


eighth-day, concluſion of all things which are here. 


upon earth tranſacted in a rotation of Seven days. 
FIRST PENITENTFAL PSALM. 
| The Argument of „ * 


T HERE is very great room to conjecture that 


what gave occaſion to the royal Prophet to com- 
poſe this P/alm and the x xxviith was the violent Sick- 
neſs as well as other Calamities with which it is more 
than probable he was afflicted, in conſequence of the 


double Sin of Adultery and Murder his blind Paſſion 
for Bathfheba hurried him into. In 2 Kings xv. we 
find that Abſalam was four years, or forty days form- 
| Parent before he 
brought it to an open rupture. The difference in 


ing his Confpiracy againſt his reyal 


point of time is undoubtedly.great, but cannot be cer- 


leſs than. ſx weeks. Indeed the generality of Copies _ 
ſay forty years. But this is apparently a. miſtake and 
muſt be originally an Overſight in the Tranſeribertrs: 
Tho? jitthas now crept into the beſt Verſions and even 
into many. Hebrew Manuſcripts. But this may be 
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that forty years cannot be the right Reading for = 


eaſily rectified by reading after. ſome Authentie Co- 
E four years inſtead of forty which is moſt likely to 


tainly ſix'd; ſome Codes reading four: years, and 
Others forty days: Tho? the former ſeems meſt pro- 
dable, on account of the difficulty of bringing -f0 for- 
midable a Conſpiracy to maturity in the ſhort ſpace of 


e the right. Reading. So far at leaſt is ſelf-evident 


bl 
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ain reaſon : Abſalom cou'd not be ſorty years od 
jor he ſaid - his Princely Father, in the above 
avid himſelf was thirty years old when he began to 
reign over Fudab as appears in wor i ii. of the ſame 
Book; and Abſalom was not born till 2ws or three years 
after as may be ſeen in Chap. iii, Now the whole 
Time of David's Reign over Fudah alone and Fudab | 
and Iſrael united was but-forty heart and fix months : | 
Whereas Abſalom was kill'd at leaſt ſ ve or fix years be- : 
fore his Father's death; and conſequently lived not to 
fee the Age of foriy, by atleaſt ſever years, as is evi- ; 
dent from Chap. xviii. of the ſaid 2 Kings to Chap.- 
ii. of the 2d Book. Whence it appears that the moſt 
reaſonable Conjectures point out a neceſſity of reading 
2 ; ay inſtead of forty years Which is the common 
It —4 probably during this Interim then of four 
. years that David was attack'd by that ſevere Fit of 
Sickneſs, which gave occaſion to this and Pſam 
xxvii. What kind of Diſeaſe it was, I find no Author 
who has attempted. to gueſs, And yet the 2d, 3d, 6th, 
and-7th ver/es-afford a great deal of Room to conjecture 


Tn? 


n . 


that it was a kind of violent Nervous Diforder accom- 
panied with an inward waſting Fever upon the Spirits. 4 

A melancholy Situation for any One, much more for 
2 Monarch who ſtood in need of all the Strength and x 


_ © Spirits of the moſt, vigorous active Conſtitution, to 
manage the intricate Affairs our King had then upon 
his hands. However David, now truly a Man after 
God's own heart, made a proper uſe of this Divine 
Viſitation to renew his repentance for the above men- 
tion'd Crimes. I have offer'd- this Conjecture con- 
eerning the Nature of our P/almiſt's Diſeaſe with the 
Intent only, by way of hint, to give a uſeful leſſon to 7 
Al fuch Perſons as may at any time labour under the 
_ like kind of lingering Illneſſes, to ſanctify their ſuffer- 
© mgs, after the example of this holy Penitent, by con- 
ſidering them as ineffable Viſitatians of Mercy from 
- | _ their All-good GOD. Who, at the fame time as 
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te punifhes them here for their paſt Offences in order 


to have an opportunity of ſparing them hereafter, 


graciouſly affords them the leiſure to give him that op- 
portunity, by repenting of thoſe Offences, and bearing 
their Sufferings with petience fortitude and filial Con- 
fidence in him, as an Attonement to his injured-Mk- 


ey: The royal Prophet, itris plain, firuck at thewoot 
of his Di 


ſeaſs8. He conſider d it as the Effect of the 
bad uſe he had formerly made of-his Vigour end vlated 
Gondition:. And therefore ſought his chief Remedy, 


- 
a = 


in humbly adoring and ſubmitting to the Divine hand 


which chaſtiſed him for them; in- confeſſing them, in 
redoubling his Contrition; and endeavouring to attone 


for: them by bearing his Sufferings with reſignation .to 
G OD's bleſſed Will, at the fame time as he implored 
his Mercy for reſpit and relief from them with lowli- 


neſs of mind and filial Confidence of heart. Let All 


Perſons «then who. are afflidted with Hectical, Phthi- 


ficah,* or other Conſumptive lingering Piſeaſes of an 
kind make the like holy uſe of them and have Sac 
to the like ſovereign Remedies; and they may depend 
on as certain a Relief as David himſelf met with. 
Azt leaſt they may be ſure of all the ſpiritual Comforts 
from the compaſſonate hand of GO D »which are 
needfu} -to · ſupport them under their Sufferings » And 


may even- promiſe themſelves a total Releaſe from 


thoſe Sufferings, if it be conſiſtent with GO Des 


honour and their» own eternal Salvation, upon hich 


conditions alone they ought to deſire it. 


It is-true that this Sickneſs is. not taken Notice of 
either in the aboveſaid Book of Kims or in Chronic: 
among the Puniſhments. which G O inflicted on our 
Monarch: However it! is highly reaſonable. to think * 
that, beſides the public Puniſhments he was viſited _ 

with as a royal and therefore - conſpicuous Sinner, {| 


GOD might and did.ſend him this and: other per- 
ſonal private Afflictions for his greater purification, as 


well from the inward 1guilt of his Offences as from 


Royal Peaitent conſider'd them in that Jigh 
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Pſalms in - queſtion.” Beſides in 1 Chronicles XXIX 
29. we are told that many Particulars are omitted 
in thoſe Books which were to be-found in the Book 
of Nathan the Prophet and in the Volume of Gad 


the Seer: Among which Particulars it is not impro- 


bable that this Sickneſs of David might be One. But 
be that as it may, evident it is that David, beſides the 


public -Puniſhments mention'd in- the 2d Book of 


Kings, was actually puniſhed- with the loſs of his 
health and bodily Vigour: During which. time his 
Enemies with. Alſalom at their. head attempted to de- 
throne him... | 

It may perhaps be objected, that it ſeems impro- 


-bable that this Illneſs was a real One, on account of 


David's inſulting his Enemies and ſetting them at 
defiance, as he does v. 8. which could not but exaſpe- 
rate and incenſe them the more againſt. him. Whereas 
had David's Illneſs been more than metaphorical, and 


he in fact as deſtitute of Strength as he ſeems to hint 
in this Pſalm ; it would have been more.ſuitable to 
his Purpoſe and Condition to. footh the Enemies he 
wanted Vigous to reſiſt, when his known Infirmities - 


ſeem'd to. favour. their Machinations and ſecond their 
Treachery againſt him. Nevertheleſs let it but be con- 


ſider d how ftrong our Princely Penitent was now 


grown in grace and filial Confidence in the promiſes 


of GOD to him (as Every One will be able to ſee 


Who does but attentively read over that whole Verſe, 


s Spirits were weaken'd by a bodily decay, — a Man, 
in a word, vigorous in faith, hope, and charity, tho* 


* 


and the ſucceeding One) and this Objection muſt ſink 
with it's own weight. It will appear very natural 


for Dauid, a Man of a frong ears and mind, tho? 


weak in fleſh, to deſpiſe and ſet at defiance thoſe Ene- 


mies whom he prophetically knew to be plecting in 
rain againſt he.: Almighty Hand which — Ve 2104 


Nor can it be reaſonably. replied that, if Dauid ins. 
faw that his Enemies would be defeated, be had no 
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ern ann, 
occaſion to pray ſo earneſtly againſt them. For the 
fame prophetical Spirit which promiſed him Victory 
over them, promiſed it only in conſequence of. 
Aſſiduity in Prayer, Self-deprefſion, and Contrition 
for thoſe Sins which they were ſent to purify him from. 
The litteral Subject then of this 6th PSALM, 
which is the 1ſt in of the SEVEN PENI- 
TENTIAL PSALMS, which the Church has 
eollected out of the PSALTERY for the parti- 
cular Uſe of repenting. Sinners, is this: David 
under the bodily Anson of a ſevere Illneſs implores 
cf GOD the blefling of health; to obtain which he 
recurs to his mercy: Declaring at the ſame time that 
kis chief motive for deſiring health is, that he may have 
time to attone for his paſt ſins, and give GOD glory 
for the future in an exemplary life, After this he lays 
before the Almighty the extremity of his Sufferings 
and weakneſs, on purpoſe t6 move GOD's Divine Cle-- 
mency to take pity on him and ſoften the ſeverity of 
his Anger: From the rigour of which, in the very 127 
Verſe, he ſought to be abſolved. And then full of 
Faith and Hope in the Lord's Promiſes to him of a 
compleat Triumph over his Enemies, he turns to- 
them and bids them defiance in the name of GOD. 
An excellent Leſſon this for all Sick Perſons to place 
their truſt in GOD, to implore his mercy, to lay 
' before him their Sufferings, to deſire health of him 
only for the ſake of having time and e to 
ſerve his Divine Majeſty with future double diligence; 
and with a firm faith in his grace to make a conſtant 
vigorous Defence againſt Satan, who is ever the moſt 
buſied in attack ing the Soul in time of Sickneſs. 
The Whole however may, with a kind of moral Al- 
legory, be transferr'd by repenting Sinners to the ſpi- 


ritual Infirmities of the Soul contracted in a prior 
ſtate of Sin. And this is the Senſe I have choſen to 


give to the following Paraphraſe; forthebenefit of l! 
pleaſe the Divine Bounty to call 


Thoſe whom it ſhall pleaſe 
to the grace of Repentarice, 
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To David himſelf Underſtanding, 


HIS Title ſeems to import that the following: 
Pſalm vas intended by David not only as an act 
of Ae Humiliation for his Offences, but 
even as a kind. of fpiritual Inſtruction capable of af- 
fording to himſelf a clear Underſtanding of himſelf, 
and a fort of Memorandum againſt the danger of fu 
ture Relapſes. And indeed it appears capable of an- 
ſwering both ends in a very fruitful manner to eve 
true. Penitent' who will 88 * and fre- 


quently make uſe of it. re ing 
. SECOND PENITENTIAL PS ALM.. 
ne of it. 


| = H R EB. Ciblirrations. mn be . upon . 


following Pfalm. The. par is that the double Sin 
of Adult > Murder, which David committed on 


account of Bathſheba, was in ſome meaſure done in 


private; "for which reaſon he did not fue to GOD 
for- pardon in ſo public a manner as be ſhou'd have done 
had it been quite public. Inaſmuch as That wou'd 
by rendering his Guilt univerſally known have poſſibly 
given more Scandal to the Weak than his Repentance 


þ could as yet repair, The ſecond, that he no_ſfooger * 
made an 2 nfeſſon of it to G O D's Miniſter, 


Nathan, faying with Contrition, I have finn'd againſt 


ol hie Crimes. And the third, that tho” the Guile of 
"A ning was remitted; to him; the temporal. Puniſh- 


] 
ments 0 
. - * 
is LY 


he received Abſolution from. the Guilt L 


ments due to them, for Satisfaction of GOD 
he firft Obſervation is very ſtrongly pointed out in 
ver. n Jecond is hinted at in der. 1, 2; but iz 

ſitively expreſt in ber. 6. And the third is manifeſt 
in the 8th and gth verſes. Henee appears how great 
was the Self-humiliation of this Illuſtrious Penitent : 
Which, if ſeriouſly conſider'd, will more than ſuffice 
to cover us imperfect lukewarm Penitents with utmoſt. 
_ Confuſion, at the ſame time as it ſerves to clear up 
this myſterious Pſalm and let us into the Order and 


beautiful Conneckion of it. David then after ob- 


taining G O D's pardon for his Crimes, adores the 
merciful Goodneſs of the Almighty for the great Bleſ- 
fing he has received of being abfolved from the guilt 
. bf ther thanking him at the fame time for the ſweet 
Effects of that Abſolution : Which he declares tobe the 
tranqulliz ing of his diſorder'd Spirits and fetting at cafe 
his troubled Conſcience. © Moreover he confeſſes that 
One who has ſo grievouſly ſinn'd as himfelf, ought not 
to aſk or expect any farther . favour to be ſhewn him 
than That which he has received in the abovefaid in- 

dulgent remiſſion of his guilt ; and therefore after ha- 
ving obtain'd That, fo much beyond his deſerts, it illy 
becomes him to aſk a releaſe from the temporal Puniſh- 
ments due to his Offences, Nevertheleſs, building all 
His confidence on the fame Divine Bounty which he 
bas fo largely experienced, he ventures to expoſtulate 
with the Lord upon his own Weakneſs and to beſeech 
him, in conſideration of this, to remit or atleaſt{to mi- 
bo. thoſe puniſhments, eſpecially ſo far as they may 
affect his Steadineſs in his good. Purpoſes.. This he 
does from ver. 8. to ver. 13. where he introduces, 
with a kind of prophetic gun! 405 GOD himſelf 
talking to him and his Vicious 


nemies. And laftly. . 


in the fame prophetic Rapture he concludes with an 


exhortatory Apoſtrophe to his V irtuous-Friends and to 
all the Juſt, inviting them to join with him in rendering 

praiſes and thanks to GO D for his paſt Mercies, and 
to place in him their whole Truſt for ung Goh 
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There needs then. no great Affiſtance of Any 
enable Penitent Sinners to reap an abundance 


_ tual profit from a d:yout Recital of - 
Letter of it itſelf being extremely 2 fþ 
and pathetic. And Oo, Mos 25 the follow! 


phraſe is only 10usS Amplification of this Senſe, it 
— 1 
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PSALM XXXVIL 


The Tithe. 


A Phlm of David: in r D dp; 


Sabbath. 


N the Hitrew Text hls Words, » 7 the Sebbarh, 
are left out, Whence and from the Hebrew Word 


n echir, by which ſome wou'd fain underſtand a 


iar Species of muſical Compoſition, this Title is 
ſuppoſed by ſome to expreſs the Tune, or Notes in 
which the following P/alm was to be ſung. Others 


draw, or rather in my Opinion wreſt, it to a hint for 

all Sick People to make uſe of 3 Pſalm during their | 

Illneſs, Which, tho' extreme YE good i in itſelf, I can 
i 


by no means find any hint of in the Words of the 
tle : It rather ſeems equivalent to this Latin Phraſe, 
In perpetuam Rei memoriam. St. Baſil thinks chat 
2 compoſed this Pſalm, as well as ſome other 


Pegnitential Ones, as a kind of ſpiritual Medecin, and 
by way of pe ( Memorandum of the Sins he 
1 


ought. to bewail without ceaſing : To the latter pare 


of dich Groetius. ſubſcribes, who is of Opinion that 
the Royal Prop het d . f. this devout Halm in mes 


morial ya 0 of the Sins he had to bewail to the End 


of Life, but 10 of the Gratitude he oed to GOD.. 
50 wr Pardop F: thoſe Sa.” Frerandeis. however is - 


8 N 


X 


> . 4 5 R 8 3 - | 24390 
We RI bes 4 * re "TWO iy e ig 10 1 . wr fo 


TE 


r ane 


4 
. * 
x 33 
* ln Boe nn 


0 X ” - # : a 2 * . = " - 
bs 8 2 — * 9 e Fe. AY AG Ye = 405 — 
2 © 2 . AS ö i . <P 2 n ae — SES 
EIS TROLLEY CE PANE FC I TOTES III Po 


20 2 Dy 
3, 2 Sor: is 


RO” A 
. . 4 Th * 

5 GB 1 
333 


„ 5 5 2 Wu og 


W T * IT - LD, LIT W 
4 \ a 


| (24). e 
diſpoſed to think he carries this too far, and the reaſon 
dae alledges is, that in the whole Pſalm there is not a” 
-word ment ion'd of the Pardon which David had ob- 
tain'd. But here I think this judicious Scholiaſt is for 
.ence out, For tho” it be certain that the Pſalmiſt no 
-where mentions it in expreſs terms, yet he oy 
plainly commemorates it in the latter part of werle 
| 20, 21, 22, 23, In which he acknowledges the ſa- 
| , ving mercies of GOD in calling him to Goddnefs, 
which neceſſarily imply the remiſſion of his Guilt, 
Thus much teoncerning the Title as it ſtands in the 
Hebrew. i 
Now concerning the latter part of the Title of the 
Sabbath, Nicephorus ſays aſter St. Athanaſms, that 
4< At was directed by David to himſelf praying for a 
c abbath, that is, for Ref? and Reſpit from his 
© pains; for in it he implores of GOD the remiſſion 
. of his many and grievous afflictions which had been 
4 inflicted on him in temporal puniſhment for his Sins.“ 
% This however rather relates to the figurative than 
the hiſtorical Senſe of it. I am rather inclined there- 
ſore to ſubſcribe with Ferrandus to Genebrard's Ac- 
F Count of it, which is, that it proceeds from the Cuſ- 
4 tom which the Jews had of ſinging it on the Sabbath- 
day in their Synagogues. And what Jeads me the more 
to favour this Opinion is the Bread-Offering appointed 
| in the xxivth of Leviticus, 7, 8. to be made for a 
Remembrance, or Memorial, on every Sabbath-day. 
Whence it is probable that the Royal Prophet might 
compoſe This and Palm XCT, which bears partly the 
fame Title, on purpaſe to be ſung on the Sabbath-day 
during the Time of that Offering, for a Memorial of 
Acknowledgment of paſt Sins and to implore a future 
Reſpit from the fatal Conſequences of them, __« 
In a ſpiritual Senſe therefore it may very well be e, 
plain'd in the following manner : 4 Pſalm of David 5 


for the Uſe of every true Penitent, to acquire a per- | 

fect tranquillity of Conſcience, by perſiſting in a pious  * 
Remembrance of the Sabbath of gternal Reſt which he 
ought to aſpire to by. a holy Conſtancy in grace and 1 
Ge A See ai e eee FOR FIN FT CA da a LIED 3 % F 


Db. after confeffing and repentingof bis double 
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Works, and which the Conſciouſneſs of his 


Sins and prefent Weakneſs ought to make him the 1 


more fearful of forfeiting. 


THIRDPENTTENTIALPSALNM. 


The Argument it. 


Crime of corrupting Bathſbeba and devoting her 


. huſband Urzas to ſlaughter, was inform'd by Nathan 


that G OD had forgiven him the guilt of the Offence, 
but ſtill decreed him to undergo temporal puniſhment; 
for it, part of which conſiſted in domeſtic Broils as ap- 
pears from the Second of Kings, To which GO 

probably added the Sickneſs mention'd in the Argu- 
ment of the Fir/t of theſe Penitential Pſalms, and 
which is again ſtrongly delineated in this Pfl. 


Mhence it appears that the Holy Penitent had nothing 


| ſooner or more warmly at heart than laying the Axe 


to the very root of his Evils, by trying to purify him- 


ſelf from the Sins which he look*d upon as the Caufes 


of them, in having recourſe to a deep and fincere Con- 


trition. Indeed the Sacred Monarch was fully con- 


vinced by Nathan, that the Guilt -of thoſe Offences 


was remitted to him: Buthe did not therefore think 


bimſelf exempt from bewailing them. A Sentiment 


worthy this Great Penitent and worthy to be follow'd, 
by all truly repenting Souls: Who ought to grieve for 


their Sins, not ſo much on account of the fatal Effects 


of them to themſelves, as in conſideration of the groſs- 
neſs of the injury thereby done to the Divine Majeſty. 
Beſides, freed 


David. was not exempt from the temporal puniſhments 


due to them, nor from ſome of the ſad eſſects of them 


So that he had ſtill but too much room to-bewail hem 


and to endeavour by his tears to waſh away the remain 
be endeavours at, in a pathetie manner in the preſent 
© P/alm; which gives a wt elegant deſcription of his | 
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as he was from the Crimes themſelves, 
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_ N 
bodily Sufferings, as well as of the formidable Conſpi- 
©» racy his Enemies took occaſion from thence to form 
| {1 againſt him in favour of Abſalom : For in it he be- 
| | ſeeches G OD in the moſt moving terms to aſſiſt him 
1 and deliver him from theſe Calamities. Thus ought 
we, after the glorious example here ſet us, to recur to 
G OD, with a filial confidence, for his Protection and 
N Aſſiſtance in all our temporal Grievances and to make 
it our chief Study to merit that Protection and Aſſiſt- 
ance, in labouring to remove the Cauſes of ſuch Grie- 
vances, our Sins, by a ſincere and perfect Repentance. 
But more eſpecially ought we to do this in all our ſpi- 
ritual Afflictions that we may gain the Divine Succour 
againſt the Enemies to our Salvation. Let this then be 
our main Concern, this our principal point in view, to 
follicit the Divine help againſt the Adverſaries of our 
Soul. In this ſpirit let us repeat the following ſacred 
Song with fervor faith and frequency; and we may ſafely 
depend upon the Mercies of GO 2 , to whom None, 
who pray thus, pray in vain, | % 
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To the End a Palm of David when Nathan the - 
Prophet came ta him, after he went in unto 
- Bathſheba, © A 4 Kh Rt. -. 


HE Letter of this Title is ſo plain that it 
1 ftands in need of no Explanation. I ſhall only + 
then add a few words to adapt it to the moral Senſe of _ 
the Paraphraſe : To CHRIST, who is the Beginning 
q and End of all,'s % ee, ohen Nathan the © 
Prophet came to him, a Plalm worthy to b eadapted by + 
every true Penitent when call'd upon by Divine In- 
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ſpiration to repent ; = oing in unto Bath/heba, that © 


is, after falling into Sin, the daughter of wanton dan he EL 
as the word Bathſheba imports. This Senſe exadtly 
agrees with that of the Learned Editors of the Dovay 
ngli/h Bible, who have thought fit for the greater fa- | 


miliarity to meaner Capacities to ſubſtitute the explana- 
tion for the Verſion, in this place reading, after he had 
inn d with Bathſbeba. However” the Title as I have 
given it is the litteral conſtruction of the Vulgate. 
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FOURTHPENITENTIALPSALM., 
The Argument of it, wy Ms 


HIS P/alm then was compoſed by David, as. 

| the Title of it informs us, after Nathan had! re- 

proved him for his double Crime of Adultery and 

Murder... In it he acknowledges his Sin, implores the 
Almighty's Pardon, and ſues for the grace of Perfec- 

tion and Perſeverance in it. After which he humbly 
implores G OD in behalf of the Holy Gity, beſeech- 
ing him to favour his deſign of building up the Walls 
of Jeruſalem, Thoſe Walls however were not built 


N 2 2 -C N * 
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till the Reign of Solomon, as we find 3 Kings ill. . 
ix, 15. Ihe Reaſon of which might probably be that 
GOD was pleaſed to add this farther puniſhment - - 


(to the reſt by which he choſe to purify his ſervant ' - 
from the above- mentioned Crimes) of not granting 
the Effects of his Prayer during his life. Still itmuſt 
be own'd a very natural Requeſt for David to make. 
He was too experienced a Monarch not to know ho, 
much, under G OD, the Safety of a "Town depends 
upon it's Bulwarks z and therefore cou'd not without 
a degree of preſumption be void of all apprehenſions 
for the Holy City, which he ſaw thus, for want of 
fortifications, expoſed to the incurſions of Enemies ſur · 
rounding his People on all ſides. And theſe Appre- 
5 henſions muſt increaſe in him after the commiſſion of 
thoſe Sins. For David, tho the Guilt of them wass 
forgiven him, had ſtill reaſon to fear, as all his temporal 
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thus leave-the Inhabitants expoſed to the frequent ra- 
vages of hoſtil Powers, It was very reaſonable there- 


tore for our royal Penitent, after grams. Hogs be- 


wailing his Offences, to beg GOD that t 


e mi 


Puniſhment was not remitted, Jeſt in puniſhment of 
them G OD ſhou'd hinder the Walls being built and 


be no Obſtacle to the forwarding a Work on which 


8 aſide) the Safety of that holy Place ſo much 


epended. Nor can it be with any juſtice thought that 
David, in this Requeſt was more Selfiſh than becomes. 


2 perfect Penitent to be. For beſides that to pray thus 
. for the Security of his People was à tenderneſs iphly 
7” 8 


becoming a pious Prince, it ſeems very plain that 


. vid's concern was wholly for Others. For as to him- 
elf he had received the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of his own 


perſonal my Let thus much ſuffice for an hiſtorical 
Account of this P/alm. To take it ſpiritually, it is 2 


Confeſſion made to GOD, by a ſincere Penitent of 


all his paſt Sins, and is full of extraordinary Humility, 


Contrition, lively Faith, ſtrong Hope, ardent Love 
Self-de- 


of GOD, the tendereſt fraternal Charity 
teſtation, Fortitude, and every Virtue requiſit towards 


2 perfect Repentance, *Tis eſpecially an excellent 
Leſſon for every Catholic in theſe Unhappy Kingdoms 
. to accompan his petitions to G OD, for mercy and 
grace to himſelf, with frequent ferveht Sollicitations in 
chalf of his wretched Country, and to implore the 
Divine Clemency that the Offences of ſinful Catholics. _ 
may be no obſtacle to the ſpeedy Converſion of this 
+. erroneous ſinful Land and the Re-edification of Faith _ 
And Piety in it, that fo the Almighty Majeſty may be 
=  agai 1 5 in it as he once was. And this is the 
1 1 = have choſen to give to the following devout Pa- 
raphraſe, that ſuch Penitent Souls as repeat it in part 
of their Penance may reap the rich fruits of Grace it 
is capable of affurding them. For in it are contain'd d 
all the Sentiments capable of raiſing a repenting Sinner 
to the higheſt pitch of ſpiritual Perfection, and this is 
the Reaſon why this P/alm in particular is ſo very fre- 
guently enjoin'd by Directors in part of the gy 5 
a | | | F | n on 
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what Occaſion it was compoſed. Some are of Opi 
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tion they preſcribe to Penitents in the Holy Sacrament 
of Penance, May the Almighty then infpire all thoſe 
who ſhall hereafter repeat it, to repeat it with all the 
devotion and attention neceſſary to render it compleatly 
uſeful to them. | * 1 PINE. 
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PSALM Cl. 
The Js. 


The Prayer of the Poor, when he ſhall be anxi- 
ous, and ſhall make his Petition before the 


HIS Title ſhews that the P/alm to which it is 
prefix d was dictated by a heart burden'd with 
diſtreſs and ſeeking all it's relief from GO D. And 
cherefore it cannot but be extremely proper for all Per- 
ſions to make uſe of under any Temptation ſpiritual or 
temporal. However as the annex'd R is di- 
rected chiefly to the obtaining a Remedy againſt ſpiri- 
tual Afflictions, this Pſalm is here principally to be 
conſider'd as The Prayer of the Poor contrite Soul of 
every truly Penitent Sinner when humbled and afflicted 
with the thoughts of his paſt life, he./hall make his Pe- * 
Lition before. the Lord for the comforting Gifts of Grace, 
- Inward Peace and. Petſeverance,/... 3 4 
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JF is not quite agreed among; the Sacred Inter preters, 


that theexcalieat Prayer contain'ginjt,vras appropriated = 
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1 the e the Feus in Captivi at Bahn 
. by he who} app it 4p figurative Senſe to ebe 

And Saviour 115 Us © hk IST ; led into this Sen-- 

ttment by a Paſlage in the ſſt E 2 to the Hebrew | 

Ky where St. Paul adapts 82 20 26, 27, and 28th Verſes of 

| this P/ainm to Chriſt. However this, with due 

kt Submiſſion, is fo far from deſtroying the Probability of 

8 che former Opinion, that it rather ſtrengthens it, as Il! 

1 will appear b clearing up the above-mention-d. Paſſage G 

2 af the Apoſtle.. | 

$ St. John in the fir f Chapter of the Goſpel written 

; by him fublimely teaches us that all things were 
| > wrought: by the WORD OF GOD: Which 

|: - Hired Truth is not only agreed to by All the Ort 

dex Writers of Antiquity, but is even infinuated 

many of the. moſt celebrated Authors of. Pa niſm ;. 

A combining in the Acknowledgment that t I- 

{| FINE WORD not only 8 the World, but 
providentzally governs all things in it, and works all 
he, Wonders, Prodigies, Miracles, or extraordinary | 
Events, whether natural: or ſupernatural, which are 

I uced in it. Whence it is very evident with what. | 

; i&t Propriety St. Paul adapts thoſe” three” Verſes to- : 


<a 
— 
1 


our bleſſed Redeemer, who is the very W OR une Y 
'G OD by whom all theſe wondrous Effects are | 
duced. For this he might very well do, tho” the 1 
| x 1. be applicable to the Babylnien ptivity. What 

; reatly ſerve jo confirm the One and the other: 
ho ation, is what Fatah ſays in the 8th and 28th. 
*Yerſes of Chapter XL, where after vin ny the pre- 
ceding Chapter foretold the Captivity Children 
of Iſrael, he attributes their 0 — to the 
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WORD Or GOD remaining forever, Well ten 
may it be conjectured that in this Pſalm, the Delive- 
mnmace of the Fews from their double Captivity in the 
yt E and ſpiritual Babylon was pray d for to future 
1 as it will very viſibly appear to ſuch as care fal- 
. h compare tho ak 5th, 13th, 16th-and z5th Verfes | 
| of this Pſalm with the 1K, 5th, — th, 8th and 
. n 2 of . done Chapt to * ph 
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not but be extremely prope 


unhappy Fellow-Sufferers, But chiefly ought it to be ap- 
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end, and John xii, 34, and 1 Peter i. 24. And ſince, 
after that ſtiff-necked People's having ungratefully re- 
> nounced to all the Benefits of their two- fold Delive- 
rance through Chriſt, it has mercifully pleaſed this DI- 
VINE-WORD to fubſtitute Us in their Stead to 

all the benefits thence ning this devout Prayer can- | 
for all Catholics under ſpi- 
ritual or temporal Perſecution z and conſequeatly is 
more particularly applicable to the Evils which Ca- 
tholics groan under in theſe unhappy Kingdoms, and 
cannot be too often nor too devoutly made uſe of by 
them to implore the Divine Mercies on them and their 


plied in a ſpiritual Senſe to the miſerable Servitude of 
Sinners groaning under the heavy Yoke of Satan : In 
this Spirit Every ſincere Penitent ſhou'd eepeat it to 
obtain a Share in the ineffable benefits of the Balutary 
Redemption wrought by CHRIST JES Us, in 
behalf of all. "This both //arah and our P/almift, who 
ever he was, had in view, myſtically prefiguring under 
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' The Title. 
A Gradual Canticle. e Py 


FEHERE are in the Paltz? fifteen Pals fol- 
* A entitled Gradual Canticles,. from t 


Fe x es Maaloth, which ſignifies Steps, es or A 
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the Reader to the dne! Account given b the Dany 
Editors in their never ſufficiently admired nghſh Ver- 
fion, at the Note upon this Place, to be found in the 
ſecond Tome of that glorious Work, I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve then, that this is the eleventh in Order of thoſe 
ſacred Canticles; and that, according to thoſe myſtical 
Fathers who apply them to the different degrees of Aſ- 
cent which the Soul makes to a perfect Union with 
GOD, it correſponds to the eleventh of the fifteen 
Virtues or Degrees of Spirituality by which true Peni- 
tents ought to aſpire to that bleſſed Uni nion. Theſe De- 
grees then are, 

t. An utter Renunciation of the World and it's Al- 
lurements, 

2. A reſolute Converſion of the heart woolly to 
G O + A 

An intire Reconciliation) of Peace and Charity 


| with all Mar.kind. . * 


4. A fincere and Conſtant Recourſe to GOD, 
firſt and before all, in all Wants fpiritual and temporal. 
A grateful continual Acknowledgment to him, 
as the Author of Converſion and al other Gifts and 


; Graces, 


6. An enliinized Ondence i in kin in every Cir- 
eumſtance but obſtinacy in Sin. 
A Love of Tribulations for his Sake. : 198 
8. A total Self-difidence and Contempt. | | 
A filial Fear of the Divine Majefty. — 7 
10. A ſteady Patience in Afflictions and Tem- 
tations, in compliance with his bleſſed Will. 
11. A chearful Fortitude, in encountering Din- 


culties, built on a firm Truſt in his Aſſiſtance only, to 
ſurmount them. 


12. An outward Self- depreſſion for GOD's lake, Fi 
2 phy Be mg/m Humility. 
ly life fruitful in domeſtic Example, We 
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Vings gs, 42 of all kind in, through, and for him 
only, which is the fulfilling of all Juſtice. 
The Degree of Virtue then or Perfection which 


Penitents ag emulate in this ſacred Canticle is, 4 


chearſul Fortitude in encountering difficulties, built on a 
firm Truſt in GO D's aſſiſtance har to T 2 
and this Aſſiſtance ought to be the chief Subject of 
their Prayer. 

There is this 8 between Patience and For- 
titude, tho” ſo nearly allied as to partake the One of 
the Other, that the Parmar | is generally the Virtue of 
the Weak and Diffident, the Latter of the Hard a 
Couragious. Whereas in reality the Hardy and 


lute ſtand in need of Patience amidſt their 8 | 


ons to curb their natural Fortitude from hurrying 
them, in the Moments of Illuſion, into Preſumption : 
And the Weak and Puſillanimous ought. to have re- 
courſe to Fortitude to rouſe them and prevent 
Patience, in time of ſpiritual Dereſiction, from ſink- 
ing into Deſpair. In. ſhort the One and the Other 
ought to temper theſe Virtues with one- another. The 
Feeble ſhou'd corroborate their Patience with Fortitude, 
and the Strong ſhou'd reſtrain the Effects of their 
Fortitude with Patience. Every One however is a: 
g Ude or has a Directot who is 8 udge, which of theſe 
Virtues he ſtands moſt in need of having recourſe to: 
And therefore accordin 
Advice, may temper , 


ither of theſe Virtues with 


the other, in order to make uſe of this Sacred Canti- 
cle with fuch a true NR, as becomes a. ſincere * 


nitent, 


| SIXTH, PENITENTIAL PSALM, I 
| Tagge Captivity of the Children. + die N 


The Argament of it. Ts * 


Babylon, and the 3 they there placed. in 


$0 D's ed for a Happy and ſpeady- deliverance. 


from. 
7 : 


to his exigence, with proper 
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80 D. And as to the peculiar time it commemo- 
rates, the 11th verſe ſeems ſufficient to ground a con- 


alem, paſſ'd over the Brook Kidron, For in the 


Where alone he thought himſelf in a ſtate of paying 
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from the Miſeries they groan'd under, gave occaſion 
to the P/almift to compoſe this Devout Canticle, is the 


probable ConjeQure of Many of the learned Commen- 


tators. And indeed if we give Attention to all the 


, expreſſions in it, efpecially to the laſt Yerſe ; we ſhal! 


find the application extremely reaſonable. However 
in a ſpiritual Senſe it is univerſally applicable to all 
Penitent Sinners, who find themſelves ſtill detain'd 
from the freedom of theit firſt Innocence under the | 
miſerable Yoke of ſinful Propenſities, dangerous Habits, 


and Languor of Spirit, which Sin, even repented of, 
too often leaves behind, Let ſuch then with a pure 


fervent and confident heart frequently recur to, G OD 


in the devout Repetition of this humble Prayer for a 


ſpeedy and total Deliverance from thoſe ſpiritual Evils, 
or for the Aſſiſtance of his protecting ſtrength- 
ning perfecting Grace to reſiſt them with Conſtancy 
and Improvement. To which purpoſe the adjoin'd 
Paraphraſe is adapted. e | 


PSALM CXUIL. 
De Title, ; 
A Palm of David when Abſalom his Son perſe- 
Cob] r 3 
＋ HE Tirle of this Pfalm ſufficiently points og! 


the Circumſtance which gave occaſion to the 
F 35 to compoſe this devout and humble Prayer to 


jecture that it was when David, fleeing from Feru 5 
ſaid Verſe he prays for a ſafe Return to Feruſalem, 


due Worſhip to God; y good Spirit will condułs ne 
2 | into 
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into the yight ground. Which Words exactly agree | | 


with what the Holy Monarch (2 Kings xv. 25.) ſaid 
to Zadeck at the above-mention'd Juncture: I hall ; 
find grace in the eyes of. my Lord; he will bring me "4 
again, and will fbew me it (- Jeruſalery and his Tober. 
nacle. If we transfer the Whole to the ſpiritual Senſe 
in which repenting Sinners ought to make uſe of this 
Pſalm; it is a, Prayer for every true Penitent when _. 
perſecuted by Evil Inclinations, the rebellious Off- 4 
ſpring of his former ill life, + 


* „ + = 
7 . 


SEVENTH PENITENTIAL PSALM. 
| The Argument of it. 


THIS Pſ/aim is applied by ſome Few, particularly 
'+ by the Cree Paraphtaſte to the Captivity of the 
Children of IJſrael in Babylon. But that Opinion can» 
not deſerve Credit, if any be due to the Vulgate 
Title, And Titles ought by no means to be rejected 4 
without the greateſt and moſt venerable Authority, 4 
| Wherefore as there is no ſuch Authority for calling TY 
the preſent Title in queſtion, it is more ſuitable to * 
Reaſon and Piety to think that this Pſalm, as the Title 4 
declares, is hiſtorically applicable only to David under . 
Perſecution from his rebellious Son Abſalom. What 
farther. confirms this is, that the Verſes of it per- 
fectly agree in Senſe with the Title. And Origenes, ö 
if he be the Author of the Comment generally attri - 
buted to him, and Theodoret are of this Sentiment. 
In a ſpiritual Senſe the Whole is nicely ſuited (as 1 
have already hinted) o every. Penitent Soul under Per- 
ſecution from any finful Affections, which without 
impropriety may metaphorically be call'd the Children 
; 8 65 Soul in it's former State of Infidelity to 
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PSALM LXIX. 


A Thankſgiving Plalm of Jubilee in the. 
Litany of the Sainte. 


The Title. 


To the end a Palm of David in remembrarice" 
that our Lord ſaved him. ; 


F this Tile it is plain that the following 
1 Palm was compoſed by David for a Pſalm of 
Jubilee in thankſgiving for his deliverance from ſome + 
imminent danger. And this, a very great Number 
of Interpreters agree, was the terrible Conſpiracy of 
Abſalom's Party. If any ſhow'd object with Bellarmin 
the fixth Verſe of this Pſalm, to prove that it cou'd 
not belong to David Who was a Monarch, and there- 


fore far from being needy and poor; it will be eafy to 5 


anſwer them, That Poverty and Need may affect 
Monarchs as well as Others under ircum- 
ſtances. And that David was very ſenſible of this 
Calamity, during the Rebellion of his unnatural Son 
is evident from Pſalm xxiv. 18.2 Kings xv. 14. 
and xvii. 28, 29. The Objection therefore ſerves 
rather to corroborate: than weaken the Title, and is a 
confirmation of the general Opinion, that it is, in a 
litteral Senſe, a thankſgiving Prayer of David for his 
Victory over his Rebel-SubjeQts. In a fpiritual Senſe it 


is, To the End of all our Hopes and virtuous Labour, 
CHRIST JESUS, a P/alm of David andevery 
confirm'd Penitent, in grateful Remembrance that ur 


Lord ſaved him, by his confirming Grace, from the 


Conſpiracy of his own ſinful Appetites againſt hi? 
Ferſeverance. „ 


a * 1 * Ran + * 1 * * A 2 
: 5 * 2 1 ©. 74 * L . "_ 
: 4 ” * 7 G t : 4 . 4 G \# mn a 
"y ' * | | 5 | 
* 9 . * 4 * * , be 7 * N "$ "| 
"& 0 4 | 
9 J 4 
f 3 7 . ) 450 
4 = , N F ! 
; a . 
ar 7 5 
\ - 
* A, ume, . V. * he , 1 
$4 * 7 * 4 * EE A P * £ + 
| . ' ; pd 
n '# 
# 1 | 
= 


Ceordingly the Church hal very iy inert 
Pfalm in the Litamy of the Samts, that every Pe- 
nitent, after having * a devout Recital of the Ju _ 

Penitential Pſalms raiſed himſelf to à true Spirit of 4+ | 
Repentance and Love of GOD, may retum the _* | 
Almighty chearful thanks for his Delivery from Sin 
N and for bis Reftoration to the eaſe of Conſcience ans 
freedom of Grace, by which he is re-inftated in toe 
Communion of Saints; and thus may oſter up their 
Merits, to attone for the deficiency of his own and to 
ſtrengthen his petition for Pexſoverance in good. David | 
then in a ſpiritual Senſe returns the Almighty thanks 
| for deliyering him from the eternal Ruin his Sins hade 
ran him into; attributing the Whole of his Safety to 
him, and imploring his perſevering Grace to ſecuze — 
him from future Relapſes as well as to forward him in 
Perfection. e — Juſt to 
join with him in Oo and in magnifying G0 
for his great Mercy g his own Ji ufficiency 
to merit of himſelf what And thus ought 
Pee nn Pearitans to rag 
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FIRST PENITENTIAL PSALM, 
Au 1HON. | 


Emember Hot, 
O Lord, our 
fences, nor thoſe 
of our Parents: nei- 
- ther take thou ven» 


e on gur figs. 
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PARAPHAASED. 


 EME MBE R not,O Lord, 
we implore thee, our own 
paſt Offences, either original or Ac- 
tual, to be averſt to us for them, 
| Nor be mindful of thoſe perſonal 
. Offences of our Parents by which 
they have rebell'd againſt theg, to 
puniſh them either here or _—_— 
ter. For tho” thou art a jealous 
GOD viſiting the Sins of g athers 
upon their Children to the — 
and fourth. Generation of them 
WhO hate thee; yet art thou 4 
Kious GO D ſhewing Mercy 
ak {ſands of them who love 
"has keepthy Commandments, 
O exert then thy tender Mercy to 
them and us; Neither tale bee 
Vengeance on their or our Bins: Te. 


- graciouſly accept our * Kee 
pPentance and Love ſor bee 
- cout their ule ang 4 
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Conſequerices eternal or temporal 
of having ſinn' d againſt thee; eſ- 


pecially thoſe temporal 
ments which may 
ſpeedy Converſion to thee. 


PARAPHRASE, 


$ Ob all gracious Eord! T 
5 belcech thee, in the day 
of Judgment, that day when thy 
Averſion to Evil ſhall be made 
manifeſt, rebuke me not, examin 
me not in thy indignation with ut- 


Puniſn- 
"obſtruct © our” 


moſt rigour: Nor let the horror of 


damnation. * 


* 


| (as 


thar 


Indignation, Aug 


Crimes provoke. thee to chaſ- 
me in thy Anger 


with eternal 


* 


> 
*. 


PSALM. 
15 ORD! 


buke me not 
in thy (a) indigna- 
tion, not cHaſtiſe me 
in thy (a) anger. 


re- 


FPalſions of Indignation and Anger; which in created Beings im- 


ply s diſpoſition to Cruelty, Bitterneſs, Immoderation and Impli- - 
ility, and always cauſe an Alteration in the Subject oy . 
ons. (hy 


tuate. Whercas GO Dis immutable and inſuſceptible of Pa! 


And therefore when the Sacred Writers, to ſuit themſelves to our. /©1, 
weak Capacity and Concept ion, talk of Auger in GOD ; their 
Meaning is only to give us a juſt fear of the Co 
Divine Act of eternal Juſtice by which his infinit Purity requites 
the Removal oſ Sin and Sinners from before his preſe 
out any Commation or Alteration in himſelſ. G OD the 
to cruel nor the reverſe ; but 
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uences of that . 


With“. 


neyer 


is evek 
. be chas- _ 
tiſes to Correction the Sinner whom be calls to the grace of Re- 
pentance, or puniſhes with Reprobetion the Sinner who refüſes to 
_ _ repent: Tho with Regard to Us his Merey is infigitly more bene- 
ficlal than the urmoſt Effects of created Lenity, a 1 
des we his appeaſed Jultice are inex clhbly more to be 

of human Cruelty. And there. 
2g. Ko al Prophet ſo 3 implores to de deli: 
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the Canſe- 


n mea iss no more than 
OD wou'd not puniſh him with ſuch diſtributive ſeverit /) 
2s Men are apt to uſe to One · another when actuated with these 


"Ta 
Is 


# 
PRE 
o 


L 1 


FIRST PENITENTIAL PSALM, 


ANTIPHON.. 


1 Emember not, 
I O Lord, our 
| Offences, nor thoſe 


of our Parents: nei- 
Ther take thou ven- 
geance on our fins. 
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propitious GOD 
to Thouſands of them who love 
thee and keep thy Commandments. 
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PARAPHRASED. 


EME MHB E R not, O Lord, 
we implore thee, our own 
paſt Offences, either original or Ac- 


. tual, to be averſt to us for them, 


Nor be mindful of theſe perſonal 
HOffences of our Parents by which 
they have rebell'd againſt thee, to 
puniſh them either here or hereaf- 
ter. For tho” thou art a jealous 
GO viſiting the Sins of F athers 
upon their Children to the third 
and fourth Generation of them 


who hate thee; = art thou 2 


wing Mercy 


O exert then thy tender Mercy to 


them and us; Neither take thou 
Vengeance on their or our Bins: But. 


pentance andLove for thee; to. 


out their Guilt and Ours and to 


gemit to them and Us all 
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Conſequences eternal or temporal ; | | 
of having ſinn'd'againft thee; ef- | 
pecially thoſe temporal Puniſnu- 4 
ments which may obſtruct our 

ſpeedy Converſion to thee. 


pA RA PHR ASE. PSALM. | 


K. O My an gracious Zord! Fi. ee * 
beſeech thee, in the day _ = (a) ian: 
of Judgment, that day when thy den hor alli ww” 1 
Averſion to Evil ſhall be made; | | 
in thy (a) anger. | 
Manifeſt, rebuke me not, examin | | 
me not in thy indignation with ut- | 
moſt rigour: Nor let the horror ot | 3 | 
my Crimes provoke. thee to ch | u | 
riſe me in thy Anger with eternal | 1 
damnation. l ; RIS 3% | 
(an) Indi e Anger] OY vip here meals n6 more than 8 5 
that GOD wou'd not puniſh him with ſuch diſtributive ſeverit ©. 
as Men are apt to uſe ts One · another when actuated with theſe 
Palhons of Indignation and Anger; which in created TY im- 
| n to Cruelty, Bitterneſs, Immoderation and Implz- 
cability, and always cauſe an Alteration in the Subject they ac- 
tuate. Whereas GO D is immutable and infulceptible of Paſſions. 
And therefore when the Sacred Writers, to ſuit themſelves to our 
weak Capacity and Concept ion, talk of Auger in GOD; their 
Meaning is only to give us a juſt fear of the Cor of thee 53, 
Divine Act of eternal Jultice by which his infinit Parity requites 
the Removal of Sin and Sinners from before. his preſence, with 
out any Comrantion or Alteration in himſelf. GOD then never, 
changes from compaſſionate to crucl nor the reverſe ; but is evet 
unalterably the ſame Juſt and Merciful Being, whether he chas- 
tiles to Correction the Sinner whom he calls to the grace of Re- 
pentance, or puniſhes with Reprobation the Stnner who refyſes to 
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repent: Tho' with Regard to Us his Mergy is infinitly more bene- ba 
| ficial- than the utmoſt Effects of created Lenity, and the Coanſe- 3 
: x wig his mnappeaſed Jultice are inex reſhbly more t de 
f rade than the bittereſt of human Cruchky. And ther- We | 
We | Hors! A that the 5 8 Prophet ſo earneſtly implores to be deli- 1 
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ere preventing, Grace of a cn Rep, ! ˙ 
$$ Wa e 5 „ 
e ] y: 3 31 
e E 2 . Rather „ * "ng 
8. „ eee eee 


„ N erer 


"E040 1) 
2. Have mercy on 2. Rather let the frailty of my 
me, Lord, becauſe I nature induce thee to have mercy 
am infirm : Heal me, gy we bere, Lord, becauſe I am in- 
3 becauſe my m and exceſſively weaken'd by 
nes are diſorder d. Sin. Ah heal me then with pe- 
nitential grace: For Thou, Lord, 
knoweſt that I am nothing of my 
felf; becauſe the Corruption of E- 
vil and evil Aﬀections is ſo ingraft- 
ed in me that my very Bones are diſ- 

4 erder'd with it. 5 

1 3. And mz ſoul is 3. And well, alas, well may 


| very muchdiſturb'd: they be ſo, when even my Soul 1s 
But thou, Lord, how dry much diſturb'd with the diſor- 
: long? derly tumults within me, difturb'd 
N with the guilt they have involved 
4 8 | me in, and diſturbꝰd with the dread- 
_ __ ful apprehenſions of thy terrible 
h Judgments, But thou, Lord, art 


ſtill a gracious GOD, who wilt 
not the Death of a Sinner but ra- 


( "=p ther that he be converted and live: 
_ How long then, how long wilt thou 
3 be unmoved by my Sighs, how 
1 long wilt thou delay thy bealing 
3 wes help and leave me te myſelf, 


I Tam, O Lord, 4. Ab turn then, O Lord, my 
Ad nd deliver my foul; Saviour, turn from the ſeverity 
| Save me for thy mer- of thy Juſtice, turn thy faving 


e., looks towards me, and deliver my 
FWW Soul from the body of this death 
3B WORTH which decoys it away from thee. 
A LET O fave me for thy Merqch's ſake, and 


not for any merit of mine, from 
my perverſe inclinations ; that, b 
grace alive to thee, I may glorif 
eie on this ſide the grave, While _ 
baue the time and means offer 
4% me to do ſo. e 
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5. Becauſe alas there is none a- 
mongft the Dead to the grace of 
Repentance, even in this life, who 
is mindful of thee with utility to 
his Salvation: And in hell, O my 
GOD, where no Order is to be 
found but the hateful horror of e- 
ternal blaſphemy dwells on every 
tongue and in every. breaſt, bh. 
will confeſs to thee with any hopes 
of Redemption? 

6. For this Reaſon have I been 
tired in body with mortification, 
inceſlantly groaning to thee, in ſa- 
tisfaction for my paſt ſins: And 
ſtill my Soul unweariedwith Con- 


trition ſhall pour forth it's grief to 


thee; and every night will I waſh 
with drops of Compunction my bed, 
the bed of ſenſual pleaſures this 


lethargic Conſcience has wallow'd- 
in ſo long: Yes, O my GOD, 
I will water my Couch, that couch 


of ſloth and ſpiritual Indifference 


(b) baue ben tired.] 1 have known ſome to be fooliſhly ” 
ſcrupulous of repeating this Pſalm, for fear of falſhood, not be- 
ing Conſcious of the weurineſs here mention'd, which they. take 
according to the bare letter. But this is rather an Hlufion than a 4, 
Scruple: For once a Perſon is converted to GOD by repentance, + | 
he will naturally groan inwardly, rhat 77; grieve more or leſs tor 
his Sins. And tho' perhaps he may got be affected with io ſenfitive 7 | 
a Sorrow, yet, every Penitent in 2 State of grace, is deſirous of 
perfect Cotitrition and ſorry for not feeling a greater Sorrow; and 
in this Senſe may be. ſaid to be tired with groaning. And if he 
does but perſevere in the ſame Seuriment; 
be ſenſible of his Wearineſs of imperſect Contrition, when GOD 
ſhall chink fit to reward his fidelity. with tbe Unction of a _riper 
fo. be diſkedrterrd from repeating this Bi- 
Th 5-25" hn bat on Ip hath 3 . ie 4 OD hal bo 
ee his time to grant. the pleaſing Conſciouſneſt of a perfect 
Repentance. Which however does not conſiſt in abundance of * _ 
bac in the fincerity of the heart q. not in the loudncls of the 
hut in the ſilent Depreſſion of the Soul. 1 92 
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tired with groaning: 
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5. Becaufe there 
is none amongſt the 
dead who is mindful 
of thee: And in hell 
who will confeſs: to 
thee ? - 
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6. (5) J have been 


every night will 1 
waſh my bed: I will - 
water my Couch with 
my tears. 
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My Eye is diſ- 
© er'd with fury: 
f am grown old a- 
mongſ all my Ene- 
mies. | 


7 


ge gone from 
"me all Ye that work 
__ inilqu ity ; becauſe 


* 8 ohr Lord hath heard 


the Voice af. * 
pin 


Ann 


in which I have loiter'd till now; 


and will water it with my tears of 
Repentance till I wipe off every 
Stain which renders me offenſive: 
to thee, 

. For however thy Merc for- 
bids me to diſpair, thy Juſtice: 
compared with the greatneſs of my 
guilt urges me to tremble. Inſo- 
much that I cannot face my Crimes. 
but my Eye, the Eye of _ 10mg 
7s onder with fury againſt m 
ſelf, And how, O good GO 
can I avoid being 2 againſt 
my wretched Self, when upon ex- 
amination 1 find that ry gp | 
eld in iniquity amongſt a ne- 
mies, as TY; — — whoſe 
- Malice I have often prevented by 
tempting myſelf, as thoſe ſinful. 
Companions whoſe wicked Ex- 
ample I have fo readily follow'd 
and fo often outſtript. 

8. But ah forgive, alhgracious- 
Sovereign, forgive me. For hence 
forth J renounoe — occaſions of 
offending thee. Begone me” 
henceforth, O Satan; 3 O 
fleſbly Appetites; 5 he ug 2 5 
paniens in iniq gone a 

ye that work ty b by counſel, 

* 3 2 on 
om minute 

forward will I ever 1 all kind* 

of Commerce with you, more than. 
2 becauſe. eur Lord; calling 
e to the grace of Repentance,. 

| hath hard th Joe TI 3 
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. 43) 
Yes : For — O my 


95 
G OD, ſee'ſt how ſincere it is; h 


and You, O Enemies to my Sal- 
vation ſhall alſo ſee it by my 

ſeverance. For ſince Our tre 
hath mercifu heard my Petition 


in the remi of my Sins; 
ſince our Lord hath received my 
prayer rewarding it with the Gift 


of Converſion, will bluſh to be 
ungrateful to the bounty of ſo li- 
beral a Lord. 

10. And O God.of my hopes! 
Let all my Enemies bluſh at their 
impotence, at.their guilt, andat th 
Mercy which they ſo much abuſe: 
Let Satan bluſh at his vain At- 
tempts to ſeduce. me again, bluſh 
at thy Goodneſs in delivering me 
from him; and O let him and. 
them be terrified, by thy power, from 
tempting, me again to offend. thee :: 
Let my earthly Enemies tao, the: 
wretched Companions-of my Sins,. 
he terrified. by. thy Juſtice from. 
tempting 2 . 
Let them by . turu d 
back — hq ſinful ways and be: 

penitently a/hamed of them eee 
T hat they who have TIT 
me in _ ro again 
join with me in appealing 

ended injured Majeſty. | 

All the Glory then. of my Con- 
verſion. be given to thee, OO D 


the Laber, whe hat created me 
to ene thee forever; Andito-thee 


. i the Son, who didſt lay 
fi. e af Fs I. 


* 


10. Let all my 
Enemies bluſh and be 
terrified : Let them 


be turn'd back and. 
aſhamed ſpeedily. 


precious liſe to * 


9. Our Lord hallt 
eard my petition ;.- 0 
our Lord . hath re- 
ceived my prayer. 


| ts, C44) E 
O GOD the Fly Ghoft who haſt 
again reſtored me to my heaven- 
ly Inheritance by thy converting 
2 grace. . 15 
As it was in the As it was in the beginning due to 
— is now, thee, before aught was created, i, 
and ever ſhall be, yy under the diſpenſation of th 
world without end. Mercy and Grace, and ever ſhall 
Amen, be in that happy World which thou 
haſt - graciouſly prepared for thy 
faithful Servants to enjoy without 
end. AMEN, O Sacred Three- 
in-One, AMEN: Let the U- 
niverſe be fill'd with thy Glory. 
AMEN.. e 


The PR AV ER 


«CY Almighty Majeſty, whoſe Judgments are juſt; 
cc O whoſe Counſels 4 terrible and whoſe Mercy 
& js infinit | Who ſhall be able to contend with thee 


when thou ſhalt come to judge the World by fire? 


O fave us then with thy pfeventing grace in” this 


life: Convert the rigour of oy waar into leni- 


tive Bounty; and conſider the ilty of our Being, 


e by nature prone to all which is evil and averſt to all 


. 


64 


here we may love and praiſe and de Af 
© thee to all Eternity, Amen 
9 a e FINS: 


e which is-good. Ah turn thy attracting looks towards 


« us; that, conquering our Stubborn hearts ſubduing 
« our depraved Appetites and reſcuing our captive 
„ Souls from vicious Ties and from all the powers of 
« Satan, thy Goodneſs may find room to re- admit us 


to thy Favour. And give us ſuch a deep Contrition 


ce for our Sins, as, . crown'd with perſeverance, nity 
*« ſuffice to guard us in the day of wrath from thy 
eternal Vengeance, Permit not us, dear gracious 


Lord, the Images which thou haſt form'd on pur- 


<. poſe to enjoy thee, to loſe the Sight of ther ſor ever. 
But give us that ſeraphic Love Wiel r anf 


« form us into Saints, and lift us to the HifSfu 2 State, 
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PSALM. XXXI. 


SECOND PENITENTIAL PSALM, | 


PARAPHRASE, PSALM. 
Leffed are they, my GOD; 1. TI LESSED are 
B. (and O how happy ) who they whoſe 


have tfurn'd from their wicked iniquities are for- 
ways to ſeek merey and grace from given; and whoſe 
thee ; whoſe iniguities are therefore ſins are cover d. 
forgiven as to the guilt ; and whoſe 

Sins are cover'd, the et of a 

ſincere and perf Repentance, 

ſrom the wrath to come. 


2. O thrice Heſſe is the Man . Blefled is the 


to whom the Lord, in conſideration. Man to whom 'the 
of a pure and perfect Contrition, Lord hath not im- 
hath not imputed & in, but graciouſly mo ſin; nor is 


remitted both his guilt and every there guile in is | 


puniſhment due to at, fo purifying, foul, 
his heart that no Sin remains in 
him nor is there the leaſt guilo, the: 
leaſt Remnant of finful 
= e Inclinations left in l 

1 

3. But 0 gracious GOD, 3 Becauſe T have 
what _ have I to prefume, been ſilent my bones 
good as thou — been in blotting are grown o with 


thou — re re mit 

ral puniſhment due to it. For ah ah 

what do not deſerve to ſuffer, be- | 
cauft. & baue ſo lang been filent in 3 865 


out the memory 39 guilt, that 2 PO ann 1 


the \aqnfefion of 1 5 . 


2 72 6 ie then that kD | 


1% 
. 1 
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marrow of my bones, and juſtly ar: 

_ they weaken'd as if I was grown old 

with the number of my years. 

And what temporal Suffering, 

e dread Lord, can be equal to my 

e gdeſerts for daring thy Divine Ma- 

| | jeſty till now with my crying out all 

ther Day in defence of my _Evik 

Deeds, with vain-glory in my 

_ ſtrength and abilities, and with 

I! preſumption'in-thy Forbearafice, 
4. - Becauſe thy 4. Ought Þ not with utmoſt? 
Hand has been heavy gratitude to confeſs the infinity of 
upon me day and thy Mercy, my GOD, i the 
night; I am con- very midſt of thy-Juſtice and adore 


1 ed. r deen thee for all I now ſuffer? When 
Wane the I horn 15 Jowe my preſent repentance chief- 
ruck in me. 45 Fi 


ly to thy Goodneſs in overtaking, 
me with timely Chaſtiſement. For- 
ah *tis hecauſe thy correcting hand 


65 bas been thus heauy upon me and my. 
. crimes, in loading me day and night 
W. withthe bitter conſequences of 10 
E th riotous life that J have at length 
19 | open'd my eyes to fee my folly and 
N.. am now truly converted to thee, my 
S 24 only refuge, in my diſtreſs. For alas 
5 to whom elſe can I recur for relief 
Ke from my exceſſive ith of Spirit 
5 but to thee, 205¹⁴⁶ „ 
Dorn of juſt Remorſe is ſo deeply,- 
ſo painfully, fruck in me as to leave 
my Soul no Reſpit from Shame and 
GSrie f. . KH 
* I have made 5. Still thanks to thy all- con- 
my Sin known to quering Grace, I have now at 
thee; and have not length, tho' alas full late, ſeen 
conceal'd my injul- my Error and confeſt my Fault,” 
have committed againſt thee now» . | 
k ; ! ̃ v 
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* (479 
ts thee and thy Church, and have 
nat conceal d, nor labour'd to pal- a 
liate, my injuſtice in the numberleſs I 
Omiſhons of my duty to thee and | 6. 
to my fellow creatures. | | 

6. Thy converting mercy has 6. I faid, I will 

ſhewnmethe foulneſs of my ingra- confeſs my injuftice |, 
titude; I haveabhorr'd it in myſelf to our Lord againſt 
and, humbled before thee, have faid, my felf; and thou 
1 will confeſs with my heart and my haſt forgiven (e) the 
tongue my njuftice to our Lord; piety of my fin, 1 
that, pleading guiltyand pronounc- P 
ing Sentence again/? myſelf, I may | | oy 
induce him to ſoften the ſeverity 
of his Judgment. My Reſolution, 
O GOD, thou knoweſt was ſin- 
cere and therefore no ſooner did I 
reſolve than execute; and no 
ſooner have I thrown my ſelf at thy 
teet for forgiveneſs than I have been 

heard, and thou halt forgiven the im- | 
piety and effaced the guilt of my Sin. ET PC 

7. Embolden'd then by this 7. For this ſhall 1; 

bountiful Condeſcenſion of thine every Holy- One pray 
what may I not ask and hope from to thee in ſcafonable ” 
thee, O my GOD? Even the me. 
mitigation of my temporal puniſh- _ 120 
ments will I venture to implore, 
but chiefly of thoſe which r- 
tempt me again to affend thee. 
continue, . my Divine Benefactor, 
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(a) The Implety. ] Or GUILT, not the temporal Puniſhmegt due: 

to that. Whence it appears that, tho after confeſſion the GUILT of + #4 
dur Sins be remitted in virtue of ſacramental Grace, all temporal 
Puniſhment due to them is not therefore forgiven. For Which 

reaſon it behoves all ſincete Penitents not to ſtop at this ARaf f 

Repentance; but to perſevere in à State of Penance, till they have - 

by means of a perfect Contrition cleanſed themſelves not only from _ 

tl n e aad +>, | N ch as 

Ole dan in this life be certain of having atrair'd to, it fqllasse 
hs aux Repentanco ugh mor fo cad bur wit life, „ M 
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(48) 
to purify me by removing what- 
ever may ſully me again with guilt, 
For chiefly for this hall every Holy 
One, every Saint in heaven and on 
earth pray to thee. And for this 
. chiefly will TI alſo, in ſome mea- 
{ure thy Holy One by grace, pra 
inceſſant to avg: in the ſeafonab 
s life, while there is 
ou md thers may be room for 
3 
g. And yet in the 8. 12 yet, O ſoverei 2 
(5) Deluge of many nefs ! Bleſſed as thy 
Waters, they ſhall made me in the ie = of 1 | 
not come near him. Sins: Holy and pure as thy grace 
of Repentance is capable of ma- 
king me, what am I of myſelf but 
a poor frail and helpleſs Mortal? 
And how ſhall. I be able to per- 
fevere in thy grace in the deluge of 
many waters, amidſt the man 
troubles and "Temptations whic 
oppreſs me, unleſs thou deſigneſt 
to hold me up. O help then, my 
GOD, help th feeble ſervant to 
bear up againſt them! For if thou 
doſt but ftretch forth thy ſaving 
Arm to protect him they ſhall nat 
ſo much as come near him to ſhake 
Tris fidelity to thee, 
9. Thou art my 9. ' Thou, O GOD of my Sal- 
Refuge from the tri- * art my only Refuge. IO 
bulation which hath thee alone will I FL recourſe 
ſurrounded me: M from the tribulation of vicious in 


e naps Waters} Waters axe freqnanely taken by _ 


Delu 
he el W N and ne for a ſymbol of temporal 
8 and that our Pra + underſands them ſo pet 


Fom many paſlages, particularly from Pſalm LXVIII. ws = | 


Save me G GOD: b:cauſe waters ane „ "OW! 
TOO ARGOS 
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Clinations, diabolical ſuggeſtions, Joy, reſcue me from 
and worldly allurements, which them that encompaſs 
almoſt overwhelm me in the midſt me. | 
of the earthly miſeries with which 

thy juſt judgment hath ſurrounded 
me in temporal puniſhment for my 

crimes, Ah hafte then, Almight 

Goodneſs, haſte to my rack, 

Thou, / Fey; Thou only de- 
light of my Soul, releaſe me from 
all farther. temporal Effects of thy 

reſentment and even reſcue me from 

them that already encompaſs me, 

before they overwhelm me indeed. : 

10. What ſay'ſt thou then, my 10. 1 will give 
Loving Lord?” Ah ſpeak all-gra- thee underſtanding - 
cious Majefty! for thy ſervant and inſtruct thee in 
heareth thee. Methinks I hear - the way which thou 

thy heavenly voice chearing my ſhalt go: I will fix 
ſoul with words of comfort. If my eyes upon thee. 
<< thou wilt but uſe it rightly; J | 
e wil! give thee, ſayſt thou, under- 
« ſftanding, an underſtanding to 
know thyſelf and me: And with 
ey > ce will I inftrud thee in 
6c 


ings neceſſary for my Sal- 5 
vation, in the way which thou | 1 
* fhalt go in this life to reach the 2: 
« glory of the next, And that thou "14 
c may ſt not ſtray from it, I will 
-« youchfafe to fix my protecting e 


* eyes upon thee, if thou wilt fix 

r e 99 | 1 F 5 ; 
E 1, 1 will, dear L Iwill; 11, Do not be» 
per from-this inſtant Mm wholly come as the horie | 
| hop, © But ſpeak again, Almigh- and the mule which 
- "Sovereign : For ah thy Words have no underſtand- 
deo my Senfe ſweeter than ho- ing 
ey and the honey- comb. Do | 
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12. With a muz- 
zle and bridle tie up 
the jaws of thoſe 
whodo not approach 
to thee. 


- 13. Many are the 
ſcourges of a Sinner: 

But Merey ſhall en- 

compaſs him who 


| hopeth in the Lord. 
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cc is the wild unmanaged horſe, and 
ce be not thoughtleſs like the indo- 
< lent ungovernable Mule Crea- 
6e tures which have no underſtanding 
„to ſubdue their paſhons with; 
and therefore ſtand excuſed for 
yielding to them. But what 
« excuſe, O Sinner, can'ſt thou 
bring for proſtituting Reaſon 
% and Grace to thy mere brutal 
«© Appetites?” 

12. Ah None, m GOD! 
Worſe am than the vileſt Brutes, 
if I abuſe the Talents thou haft 
given me to raiſe myſelf above 
them. And yet alas how often 
have I done ſo! But O forget, 
all-bounteous Love, forget what 
hitherto is paſt. Recall my Rea- 
ſon and a wank thy Grace, And 
if I ever forfeit them again; then 
with a muzzle of perpetual diſap- 
pointments and with a bridle of 
the ſharpeſt miſeries on earth curb 


and embitter all my criminal pur- 


ſuits, And thus tie up the ſtub- 
born 7aws of me and all thoſe 
ſenſeleſs Creatures who do not ap- 
proach to thee with humble hearts 


and contrite ſpirits, - 
13. Alas what ſenſeleſs Mor- 


tals are not they who ſtubbornly 
reſiſt thy gracious call and turn 
their hapks. on thee to follow Sin 
and Sa 


more terrifying tortures with : 
which thy Lebe wenne 
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For mam, (O E 
many l) "arethe Scourges. of a. 
ner, as well ; in the miſerable = 
fects of Sin in this life as in thoſe 


half; 
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t 65109 
ſhall purſue the unrepenting Cri- 
minal beyond the grave! But; ah 

bo good as well as juſt is GOD! 

For Mercy ſtill, eternal Mercy, 

all 3 him, wha rightly 
hopeth in the Lord. | 
14. Be joyful, therefore, and let 14. Be joyful in 
your Joy be center'd in the Lord the Lord and rejoice 
your GOD, not in your Senſes, ye Juſt: And glory 
or aught which is periſhable. And all ye righteous of 
rejoice with the utmoſt fervor of heart. | 
devotion all J Fuft: Juſt, not 
merely in yourſelves, but chiefly in 
the co-operative grace and merits 
of your Saviour]! And glory all ye 
righteous, penitent and pure / 
heart, Yes, join with me in giving 
all the glory of our preſent ſtate of 
grace to that Almighty Majeſty to 
whom alone it is originally due, NG oe 
Glory be to the Almighty unbe- Glory be to the 
gotten Father's Sovereign Power, Father, and to the 
And to the eternally begotten Son's Son, and to the Ho- 
infathomable Wiſdom, And to the ly Ghoſt. 
inexhauſtible Goodneſs of the Hely- 
 Ghof, proceeding from them both. 3 
nd may their co-equal, co- As it was in the 
eternal Power, Wiſdom, Good- beginning 4 now, | 
neſs, and every other Attribute aud 4 all be, 
for ever be adored as it was in the IL without And. 7 5 5 
beginning, without inning, 1. 3 e 
now in the preſent world, and ever 
Hall be in that world which ſhall 
ſubſiſt without any end. AMEN. 
O gracious Trinity! let it be ſo, 
for thy bleſſed name's ſake, for 
tlie fake of all thy Creatures, and 
for the ſake of me, a Sinner, yes, 
Hut: converted contrite and hum- 
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The PRAYER. | 
10 My all-gracious GOD! How greatly good 
+ wy hon? How have I dared thy Juftice with 


«© my moſt heinous Offences! And how long have 1 
« not ſhamefully delay'd to ſue to thee for Mercy in 
te the Confeffion of my Faults! Yet Thou, more mer- 
«« ciful than I deſerved, flow in anger tho? terrible in 
« wrath, inſtead of taking me away in fin and pouring 
on me thy eternal Vengeance, haſt kindly conquer'd 
my inveterate Malice with thy preventing Grace 
« and turning towards me thy, faving looks haſt call'd 
me to thee and cleanſed my Soul from that foul | 
4 Guilt by which 1 merited the endleſs Pains of Hell. 
« Juſt is it therefore, my Offended Maker, that thou 
« {houd'ſt puniſh me in this life, and that ſeverely too. 
„But ah have pity! As thou art all Tenderneſs have 
p « pity on my Frailty and add the remiffion of thy tem- | 
__- « poral Vengeance, Grant me a deep Contrition, +: |}. 
t ** ſuch a One as may efface all which is paſt; and 4 
* 4 never let me feel thy angry Scourge: if thy | 
UG. Fuſtice makes it neceſſary; O let me feel it gentle : 
and not beyond the pewer thou giveſt me to bear it. 
| „Thou fuffereſt None of us to be tempted beyond 
Va „ vur Strength. Puniſh me not then, heavenly hav 
as I deſerve, but chaſten me with ſuch a Parent- 
es eye as may attract me more and more to thee, of 8 
lng me to bear it with all due ſubmiſſion fortitude | 
e and humbleneſs of Soul, And chiefly give me, lo- 
eving Majeſty, the Gift of Perſeverance; that I may | 
t ſteadfaſtlſy adhere to ry pg pages more, like { 
0 of burden, gratify my ſenſual tites in o . 5 
„ „ fition to — N Grace which 8 1 
e adow'ſt me with; nor doing ſo incur the curſe thou 


14 
44 


» haſt intail'd on unrepenting Reprobates. Rather, 
O generous Recompenſer of our uſeleſs Services, 
e enrich me with thoſe Virtues which thou vouchhe 
; © feſt to be pleaſed with in us; that, juſtified by h 

© unmerited bounty co-operating winden ER ik 


\ N 2 


| Mb ths £22 OY TIO 

e I, with the reſt of thy beloved Flock, may ” * 
oy gratefully acknowledge, praiſe, and ma 

© unexhauſted Mercies, T u Feſus v re br Se Our” . 

« Lord, Amen.“ 


PSALM XXXVII. 
| THIRD PENITENTIAL PSALM. 


PARAPHRAS E. PSALM. 


7 x. O Mee GOD, my So- 1. ORD, re- 
; vereign and my Father! buke me not 
Look down with eyes of pity on in thy indignation ; 
troubled Soul, and graciouſly nor chaſtiſe me in thy 

_ ſe me, I implore thee, from Anger. 
the terrors which beſet me. Re- 
| ' Buke me not for ever, nor in thy 
indignation caſt me out from thee, 
Let not my Sufferings extend be+ 
yond this life, ner chaſtiſe me in 
- thy anger with the purgatorial fire ; 

| of the next, 

2. Ah as thou haft kindly re- 2. Becauſe 99 a) 
men that Guilt by which Thad arrows 225850 1 
| merited thy et iſpleaſure; mme: ur 7 5 
ſtoop thy rey gracious OD, laid thy . w_ 4. 
| * a little fart to remit every upon me. „ 
uniſhment which may detain me, „ 
after death, from enjoying thee, 3 
4 -tho' but for a minute; becauſe in ©, | 44. 
this life thy arrows of Com punc- 
. tion en, e yg nd ince The; 
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3. There is no 
health in my fleſh at 
the preſence of thy 


Wrath: My bones 


have no it at the 


ugnut of my Sins. 


4. Becauſe my 
iniquities are grown 


Above my head; And 
like a weighty bur- 


den they are become 
heavy upon me. 


W 
in juſt chaſtiſement of my Sins 


thou haſt laid thy correcting hand 


heavy upon me here, O ſpare me 


in thy Clemency hereafter. _ 

3. At preſent, Lord, thou ſeeꝰſt 
that there is no health in my bodily 
faculties, Thou art Witneſs to 
the deſtructive Effects of my 


Crimes, what havock they have 


wrought in my fleſh, and how void 
Jam of in as well as out- 


ward ſtrength, eaſe, and comfort 


to bear up with ſteadineſs at the 
preſence, at the proſpect which the 


Conſciouſneſs of faults gives 


ie, of thy wrath, When I con- 


der much, how often, I have 


perverſcly offended thee; my Soul 


is fo convulſed with grief, with 


ſhame, with love and fear, that 


n very bones have mo reſpit of 


peace at the fight and wretched 
Remembrance of my Few: 

4. But ah offended Majeſty | How 
dare I talk of remembrance to 


thee? Thou alone can'ſt remem- 


ber my manifold offences; becauſe 


my iniquities are ſo great and fo 


numerous that are grown a- 


bove the faculties of my poor bead, | 
and have fo ſtupified and corrupted --- | 
my Underſtanding and Memory 


that in vain I fearch the Number 


and heinouſneſs of them. Forget 
them then, dear gracious GOD, 


2 them, or aſſiſt me to re- 
collect, to know and to bewail 


them in a manner ſatisfactory co 
a Giant-Size and multi | 
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the Sands of the Sea. And there- 


fore like a weighty B 
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are betomt fo hi 
Nothing but thy gr 
oofs I already have of thy infinit 
Mercy cou'd preſerve me from 
-_ overwhelming me with de- 
pair. | | 
5. But what room have I, dear 


Lord, to deſpond or doubt of thy Purified 


metcy, when thy Goodneſs thus 
revents the future Severity of thy 
Juſtice by puniſhing me in this 
ife. Although then thy Ven- 
ance purſues me ſo far that 
ores, the inveterateW ounds whi 
Sin has made in my Soul, are even 
putrified and corrupted; I will not 
complain of ſeverity in thee. But 
humbly kifling thy fatherly hand 
which corrects me, I own that 
the ſharpeſt Miſeries I feel in this 
World are but the deſerved Effect 
of my own folly, be 
6. It is true indeed that I am 
become wretched : ah how wretch- 
ed! wretched with the diſorders 
which my irregular Conduct have 
entaild upon this poor weakly 
body; wretched with the ſinful 
habits Vice has left behind it in this 
mind and heart; and wretched 


with a diſtaſte to all which is good 


and a propenſity to all which is cor- 
rupt. So that in body and in ſpi- 


rit oppreſt by the unwieldly Weight 


aud bent down to extremity, I have 


* 


ng ſtrength, without thee, toſhake 


off 


the miſerable Clogg which hin- 


„ 


rupted ; the effect of 
my own Folly. 
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6. I am become 
wretched: and bent 
down to extremity : 
I went about ſorrow- 
ful all the day. 
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7. Becauſe my 
Loins are fill'd with 
illafions : And there 
is no kealth in my 


fleſh, . 


8. I am 


afflicted 


056) 


thee it's only happineſs, O help 

me then, for from that inſtant, 
when thy converting Grace dif- 
play'd me to my ſelf in all my de- 

formity; even to now, I went 
about ere fam nay ' diſconſolate 
with Contrition all the day long. 
7. And the more I look into 
myſelf, the more, O God, have 
I cauſe to bewail the Wickedneſs 
of my former life and to implore 
thy Mercy to guard me from my- 
ſelf for the future, Becauſe ſuch 
is the cruel Sting which the Guilt 
thou haſt cleanſed my Soul from 

has left in my Nature, that myLoins _ 


are filPd with perverſe lufions and 


continual incentives to forbidden 
pleaſures; and there is no true health 
in my fleſh, too much corrupted by 
criminal indulgences to be yet re- 
cover'd from it's criminal inclina- 
tions to Luxury, . 

8. Hence is it, O my gracious 


and humbled exceed- G OD, that J am thus afflicted 
ingly: I roar'd out 
with the groans of 


my heart. 


my heart. 


and ſorrowful; and hence am I 
now humbled exceedingly in thy Di- 


vine Preſence. And what room 


have I not for the greateſt humili- 


ation, dread Sovereign, when I 
confider how foul I am in 2 


Sight? Look then, O Lord, with 
an eye of pity on the humiliation 
and repentance thou haſt given me, 


and make me clean: For to this 


purpoſe have I roar'd out to the 
with the groans ef Contrition from 
00441197 10 RANT 
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9. But why do I ſay this to $ Lord, all my 
thee, my all-ſeeing GOD? Thou, defire is before thee; 
Lord, knoweſt, the ſecrets of all and my groan is not 
hearts, and ail my deſire is before hidden from thee. 
thee. Thou knoweſt better than 
I, whether my intention is ſo pure 
and my Sorrow ſo ſincere and deep 
as it ought to be. If they are 
not ſo; mend them, O Soverei ö 1 
Goodneſs, and make them perfectly 
pleaſing to thee: And tho my 
groan is not hidden from thee, per- 
mit me to alledge it to thee in my 
behalf. For to whom ſhall I pour 
forth my Soul in hopes of ſuccour, 
unleſs to thee, who ſee*ſt how 
much I want it? 
10. Thou knoweſt that from 10. My heart is 
the unhappy hour when firſt I troubled, 2 
parted with Innocence, my heart bath forſaken me: 
is and ever ſince has been troubled And the Light of m 
| with the bittereſt Remorſes of es itſelf is not wi 
Conſcience as well as with inceſ- © 
ſant tumults of diſorderly appe- 
tites; that all my ffrengthꝭ of body 
and mind hath forſaken me; and. 
. that nothing is left within me in 
lieu of all my former natural 
vigour but natural impotence of 
reſolution, floth of ſpirit and lan- 
uidneſs in ſerving thee : Aud ſo 
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11. My Friends 11. Thou then, ſweet Saviour, 
and my neighbours thou art my only Light, And 
drew near, and ſtood yet alas how have I not perverſely 
up againſt me. reſiſted thee ! Methinks I hear thee 
| graciouſly reproaching me and all 
iuch Wretches as I am, with our 
having, after drawing near thee 
as thy Friends in the profeſſion of 
thy * baſely ſtood up like 
Foes againſt thee, by bringing 
ſcandal on thy ſacred Faith with 
our unchriſtian lives. But ſtill, 
O loving Lord, how often even 
then didi thou reproach me with 
converting grace ! Even then my 
Friends, the heavenly Legions, 
with interceſſion to thy Throne, 
and many of thy Miniſters, my 
Neighbours in this life, with kind 
expoſtulation, drew near to lead 
me back to thee from whom I 
wander'd. And, only when con- 
ſtrain'd by my untowardly conduct, 
food up againſt me with the Arms 
. of Cenſure. Still all was loſt on 
_ this unyielding heart, til] thy 
5 é more powerful Mercy bid it freely 
x melt, | 
12. And they that 12. Alas how frequently have 
were near me ſtood I not verified thy fadly facred 
afar of; and they Prophecy, that they who Ire near- 
that ſought my life eſt thee in the Confeſſidn of the 
uſed violence. lip wou' d ſtand the fartheſt off thee 
og in the Zeal of Actions ! How fre- 
2 have I, a Chriſtian nay a 
atholic One, ſtood farther ef thy 
holy practice than many who ex- 
ternally are plunged in error. 
0 More baſe my ſelf in undermining 
. thus the honour of thy Name than 
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e 
they who baſely ſought thy life 
with open violence, And hence 
what wonder is it that all who g 
love thy ſacred Laws, that Catho- 
lies, they who were neareſt me in 
faith flood afar off with horror of 
my inconſiſtent life ; nay and that 
they, who ſought my life to fave it 
to eternity, the Saints in heaven 
and earth, uſed violence to them- 
ſelves to diſcontinue their kind of- 
fices and ſbun all converſe with a 
Sinner ſo ungratefully perverſe as 
me. Hadſt thou too ſhunn'd me, 
O my Saviour; or hadft not thou 
uſed the ſacred ſecret Stratagems 
of thy ineffable Wiſdom to ſave 
m. what muſt have become of 
me | 
13. But what my Saviour ſtill „ 13. And they who 
terrifies me more is to reflect that — 1 Fro We 10 
many of thy Enemies as well as Ka f 4 alithe 
mine: Both they who ſought to be 
leſſen thy authority and they who 4 
* fought to do me harm, ſpoke "fall 
Hood, taking occaſion from my 
behaviour to throw their ſcandal 
on that ſacred Faith which I diſ- 
graced by owning and not living 
up to. And ah how 2 thou 
beſt knoweſt, have oy —_ 
died thence deceits 3 it all the 
day. And how ſhall I, dread Lord, 
attone for all this miſchief, _ 7 
| 7 rec 88 to thy wen for the 


| 14. But I as a 
— 4; ib many times, dear deaf Man, did not 


1. A haſt thou "Ma perſonally hear : And Was as 
revited:; while thou, as if deprived a dumb Perſon, who 


a i of al ſenſation, haſt neither made opens not mr” 
1 reply 
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15. And 1 became 
as a Man who doth 
not hear, and hath 
no reproofs in his 
mouth. 


(60) 
reply nor ſeem'd to hear! But ah 
it was not for want of hearin 
nor of truths to juſtify thyſelf, 
»Twas Patience, Meekneß, Cha- 
rity and Goodneſs which ſeeming- 


Iy ſtopt thy mouth and ſhut thy 


ears to make me open mine to thy 
defence and praiſe. But 7, alas, 
as deaf Man, whoſe ears are af- 
fected by no Sounds, ſtood fo pro- 
foundly ſilent, that, when I ſhou'd 
have Mort the revilings of thy E- 
nemies 1 did not, wou'd not, "Finch 
And tho' my evil life gave frequent 
cauſe to Heretics to ſcandalize thy 
Church, inftead of making repa- 
ration for the public ſcandal, by 
publickly acknowledging my fin, 
I was as a dumb Perſon who opens 
not his mouth. | 
15. And ſuch an inveterate ha- 
bit of criminal Deafneſs did con- 
ſcious Guilt, falſe ſhame, and 
Diſſipation beget in me; that 7 
became at length as a Man who 
really doth not hear, deaf to the 
loud reproaches of my ſinful Con- 
ſcience, deaf to the publick out- 
.cry which my ſcandalous conduct 


raiſed againſt my ſelf, deaf to the 


defamation it brought upon thy 


Holy ſpotleſs Church, and ah deaf 


Sin pleaſed my infected Organs 
better than thy heavenly Voice; 
Divine Charmer, fweet 


to all thy graces, calls and endear- 
ing Invitations to Repentance. 
Not that 1 loſs'd the Senſe of hear- 
ing; but that the hideous Voice of 


ing with Wiſdom and 
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And therefore alas was I dumb too 
as a Man who hath no reproofs in 
his mouth. For O my GOD! 
How cou'd T be otherwiſe? With 
what fruit cou'd I reprove or {i- 
lence thy Enemies, by praiſing and 
confefling thee with my lips, while 
wy profligate Actions were a denial 6 
of thee in fact? 5 6. Becauſe 1! 
15. But now, dear GOD and h mY 3 _ 
Saviour, praiſed be thy Name f . 
» P * r Lord: Thou wilt 
it for ever, thy Goodneſs has par me, O Lord my 
gain'd over me an ample Victory Go. 
of Love; and now behold me al 
thy own. Thou art my ſole de- 
fire ; and all my hopes and wiſhes 
are center'd in thee, Wherefore 
becauſe I have hoped in thee, O 
Lord 1 will preſume to intreat 
thy mercy to forgive me all theſe 
tranſgreſhons, and guard me with 
the gift of perſeverance from of- 
fending thee again. And Thou who 
giveſt me this holy confidence tilt 
add the farther mercy to bear me 
when I ſue to thee, For thou 
O Lord, art my All-gracious 
FAY & 5 Ab 1 | 
17. For this reaſon ſince my 15. For 1 fay'd, 
Converſion to thee, full of Confi- let not my Enemies 
dence in thy efficacious grace rejoice over me at 
ſay'd and fay, in the abundance of any time: And whilſt 
my fervor, let not my Enemies the my feet totter, they 
Enemies of my Safvation vejoice ſpoke haughtily con- 
and inſolently triumph over me on Cerning me. 
8 of the foes and Ficos 5 
. Have at any time been guilty of. 
Ah. no, my G0 D, rather Jet 
them be humbled and converted 2 
11 e Foe INT = yet 
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(62) 
whilſt the weak'ning Relicts of vi- 
cious habits hang heavy upon me 
and ou my feet totter in the pro- 
greſs of Virtue, for want of perfect 
Reſolution and fortitude to keep 


me ſteady in the good uſe of thy 
graces, they ſpoke and ſpeak haugh- 


 tily concerning me : Still, by the af- 


18. BecauſeT am 


prepared for ſcourg- 
es, and my grief is 
continually in my 


ſight. 


19. Becauſe I Will 

declare my iniquity, 
and think on my 
fn, 


20. But my Ene- 
mies live and are 
grown powerful over 


fiſtance of thy grace, do I propoſe 
to ſtruggle on to perfection; till 
the future Sanctity of my Conduct 
ſhall force them to change their 
haughtineſs into Self-confuſton, 
and praiſes of thee, my injured 
Redeemer ! 

18, Let the World then ſcorn 
and deride me, becauſe I am pre- 
pared in my heart for thy paternal 
Scourges in this life, For, ſo I may 
but eſcape thy Vengeance in the 
next, I care not who looks down 
with contempt and ridicule upon 
me. To this end do I daily, nay 
hourly, grieve that ever I Aifoleaſed 
thee and my grief is continually in 
my fight, 

19. And why ſhou'd Men re- 

vile me and not rather rejoice and 
be pleaſed (ah my GOD did they 
know and love thee they wou'd }) 
becauſe I will declare my iniquity 
and without ceaſing think on my 


Sin: that habitude in Sin by which 


I fo long perſiſted in offendin 

thee without ceaſe ; and will think 
on it to repent of and attone for 
it, and avoid repeating it. 
20. But ſtill O GOD, alas my 
formerly Comrades in Sin but now 

my ſpiritual Enemies live and pet: 


e 


ſiſt in their iniquity, and becauſe me; and they who 
I have turn'd from them to follow hate me unjuſtly are 
thee, are now grown powerful over multiplied, 


me in taunting me and reviling my 
repentance. And they who had rea- 
ſon to have hated me for finning 
and did not, and only now hate me 
unjuſtly for leaving Sin, are mul- 
tiplied beyond my power to labour 
at reforming them. O thou, dear 
Saviour, then, who knoweſt them 
convert and pardon them ! But 
ſuffer not their Taunts to ſhake my 
Faith to thee, 

21. Thou knoweſt, Lord, how 
They who return evil for good, they 
who, as I alas too often have done, 
pervert the beſt of Actions into 
ſcandal and obloquy, have /lan- 
der d me How do they ſneer and 
call me unſteady Fool becauſe J 
have forſaken Evil and fo!low'd thy 
attracting Voice, O Fountain of 
all Goodneſs ! How do they ſcoff, 
deride, and call in. queſtion my 
Senſe, Sincerity, and Perſeve- 
rance ! But ſhall I let their Sneers 
prevail to overcome my Conſtancy? 
Ah forbid it, gracious JESUS [ 
and rather let me bluſh to death 
to find my ſelf fo little arm'd 
with fortitude as to be troubled at 
them, 

22. Ah I implore thee then for- 
fake me not with thy Aſfiſtance, O 
Lord, my Saviour and my GOD : 
Depart not, tho? but for an inſtant, 
from me with thy grace, For 
without thee what am I? A mere 


| | 
62 


21. They who re- 
turn evil for good, 
flander'd me; 


I follow'd 


21. Forſake me 
not, O Lord my 
GOD : Depatt not 
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23. Attend to my 
help O Lord, the 
GOD of my Salva- 
tion. 


Glory be to the 
Father, and to the 


Son, and to the Ho- 
ly-Ghoft. 


As it was in the 
beginning, is now, 
and ever ſhall be 


* world without end. 


Amen. 


( 64 ) N 
forlorn and ſinful Thing, worſe 
infinitly worſe than Nothing. 

23, Attend then mercifully e 
my help, O Lord. For without thy 
aſhſtance I can do nothing no not 
call upon thee: Whereas with 
that I can do all things. Vouch- 
ſafe then, dear Redeemer to re- 
member that thou art the GOD of 
my Salvation, O give me there- 
fore grace to merit that I may 
find a JESUS in thee, . 

Glory be to thee, O Immenſity 
of the Father, reaching from End 
to End ſtrongly ; and to thee, O 
infinit Knowledge of the Sen, diſ- 
poſing all things ſweetly ; and 10 
thee, O ineffable Charity of the 
Heoly-Gheft, inflaming All with ef- 
ficacious Grace and Love. 

And may all Glory be paid you, 
O ſacred Trinity, as it was in the 
beginning, when this Redemption 
was decreed ; is now by the Grace 
reap'd from it by all faithful Chri- 
ſtians and which all Men might 
reap ; and ever Hall be by the Glo- 
ry, which All, who make a right, 
uſe of it, ſhall be lifted to in that 
World which will ſubſiſt without 
End. AMEN, my GOD and Sa- 
viour, Amen; be it ſo, Amen. 


(6580) 

The PRAYER, 
cc O GOD of my Salvation! graciouſly vouch- 
66 ſafe to turn thy angry eyes away from my ini- 
„ quities, No longer keep in mind the Number of 
« my Crimes to puniſh them: But rather blot them 
« out for ever. Accept the puniſhment thou hat 
« already inflifted on me as a full Attonement for 
© my paſt Offences; and condeſcend, in pity to my 
« weakneſs, to relax thy juſt ſeverity to me. Remem- 
© ber, deareſt Sovereign what I am, and be not till 
© incenſed inſt a Worm, a Wretch, a Thing of 
« Naught. k down and view my Sufferings, not 
the guilt which brought them on me; for that thou 
«© haſt forgiven, Or if thou doſt behold my Sins; 
view my repentance too. I ſee my faults, confeſs 
« them, and with utmoſt bitterneſs of Soul bewail 
«« them. O pardon then, dear Saviour, pardon; and 
as I pray to thee with lively hope, be pleaſed to hear 
„my prayers with fpeedy mercy. See how the fad 
*«« remembrance of my former life afflicts me, and 
« how I grieve at all the Scandals I have given. O 
« conceal them and all the bad Effects of them both 
« in myſelf and Others, Come, G OD of mer- 


« cies, come, and eaſe this troubled heart: For ſure- * 


« lyitk contrite, O heal this proud rebellious fleſh ; 
and mitigate the ills I feel. Though, if it be thy 
«© blefſed Pleaſure to have me ſuffer on; thy Will not 
«© mine be done, Still Saviour of my Soul, accept 
« theſe Sufferings in exchange for all which I might 
„ otherwiſe be doom'd to ſuffer after death, Let me 
not ſuffer in this World and in the other too. But 
«« fly to my aſſiſtance with thy grace, and help me to 
« ſuſtain what ever ſickneſs, loſſes, diſappointments, 
injuries and ſcorn, thou pleafeſt to chaſtiſe me with 
1% in this life, and to bear them with ſuch a fortitude 
and chearful ſteadineſs of love for thee as may be 
 pleafing to thee; that when thou pleaſeſt to — 
ame hence, I may, without one minute's long 
"dela be lifted to enjoy and honour thee forever. 
en,” g* ©: es 8 | 
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FOURTH PENITENTIAL PSALM, 


PSALM, 


F: Ave mercy 


| on me, O 
God, according to 
chy great mercy. 


2. And according 
to the multitude of 
thy compaſſion, blot 
out my iniquity. 


1 


3. Walh me ſtill 
more from my ini- 


= quity and cleanſe me 


om my fin, 
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Goodneſs to make me clean 


PARAPHRASE. 
I, O whoſe property is 
$4 always fo have pity and 
to ſpare, Have mercy on me, a 
miſerable Sinner. And as thou 
cameſt not to call the Juſt but 
Sinners to Repentance, ah graci- 
ouſly condeſcend to fave me, O 
GOD, and according to thy great 
mercy accept my Repentance, For 
thou, Lord, who haſt given it to 
me, knoweſt how true it is. 
And therefore ſince thou 
wilt not the death of a Sinner but 
rather that he be converted and live; 
accept, dear Lord, the Converſion 
thou haſt wrought in me, accord- 
ing to the infinit multitude of thy 
tender Compaſſion ; and blot out 
my iniguity, fo that the leaſt Stain 
of Sin or Affection to it may no 
longer remain in me. 9 
23. It bas pleaſed thy preventing 
from 


ele e 
Se 93 


| (67) 
4. Thou ſee'ſt, m 
GOD, that ! neither ſeek to hide 
nor excuſe. my Offences. Q let 
my Lord then be no longer in- 
— againſt me, becauſe J ac- 
knowledge my iniquity with utmoſt 
deteſtation of it; and am fo far 
from fo — the guilt which thy 
tender acency has deign'd 


to torgive, that my Sin is ahvays 


before me to lament and attone for 
it. 

So far am I from preſuming 
to defend or palliate my Crimes in 
thy ſight, Lord ; that, throwing 
myſelf wholly on thy mercy for 
pardon, I readit plead guilty be- 

fore thee my offended Judge ge 3 and 
confeſs . that to thee alone have 
ſinn'd, through my fault: Yes, 
Lord, through my own fault, 
through my moſt grievous fault: 
And often, alas too often, have 
baſely done without a bluſh ſuch 
evil - wb thee, as I ſhould have 
bluſh'd to do before the meaneſt 
of thy human Creatures, This I 
confeſs to thee, my GOD, with 
the moſt bitter Sorrow and ſin- 
cereſt Compunction, that thou 
may hence find room to forgive 


To the og 
| {2} offended G 
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D AVID does not here 
12 4% "ki : Whereas ak . 

ing him is property and li 
F by — her into ſin. All he means is that the 
«guilt was againſt GO, in whoſe preſence he was not 
x0 commit thoſe Crimes, which he took ſo muck imlawful 
be. di conceal from the eyes of Men. And may not every 
ee d this Senſe fay after DAVID, To rhee alone have 1 
ichſlanding het 4 _ * ver 
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4. Becauſe 1 ac- 
knowledge my ini- 
quity ; and my Sin is 
always before me. 


* 


5. (a) To thee 
alone have 1 finn'd, 
and have done evid 
before thee; that 
thou may iſt be found 
juft in thy words, 
and overcome when 


thou art judged. 


8 that LS 
ſinnꝰ i againſt. 


and againſt 


Few, if Any, Who 


too, in thought, | 


6. For behold I 
was conceived in ini- 
e and in ſins 

id my Mother con- 
ceive me. 


7. For behold thou 
hat loved Truth: 
The dark and hidden 
things of thy Wiſ⸗ 
dom thou haſt made 
manifeſt to me. 


(68) 


me and forgiving be found juſt in 


fulfilling thy words by which thou 
haſt promiſed, if the Wicked re- 
turn to thee with all his heart, 
thou wilt have compaſhon on 
him; and that thou may'ſt tri- 
umph and overcome the impenitent 
Wicked when thou art preſumptu- 
ouſly juaged and impiouſly accuſed 
of 3 partiality in forgiving 
me and not them. 

6. Alas my GOD! what am 1 
in thy ſight but a Lump of Un- 
cleanneſs and filth? I own it, 
Lord; for behold I was concerved in 
the wretchedneſs of original ini- 


guities, and in the very heat of con- 


cupiſcence and proneneſs of Na- 
ture to Sins did my Mother conceiue 


me. And hence is derived that na- 


tive propenſity which hurries me 


on towards all that is corrupt and 


ſinful. 

7. I fay not this, Lord, to ex- 
tenuate the henioufneſs of my 
Crimes, but to magnify the praiſes 
due to thy Mercy. For behold thou 


haftalways loved truth and therefore 


will I confeſs that, frail as I am by 


Nature, I am wholly excuſeleſs 


for {inning in compliance with that 
frailty, becauſe the dark and hidden 


things of thy Wiſdom thou haſt made 
manifeſt to me, and ſo raiſed me by 
thy grace above the weakneſs of 
nature, that it is owing: entirehy to 
my own peryerſity and not to Fog 2 


1 Pg 


want of any helps from thee, that Þ 
have thus groſly offended the ½ 
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8. But foul as I have been and 
ſtill am, Lord, Thou, I truſt, in 
conſideration of my humble con- 
feſſion wilt ſprinkle me with the 


cordial purifying Hyſſip of thy pre- 


cious blood; and then, O then in- 
deed, I fall be cleanſed from 
every Stain; Yes, gracious Saviour; 


thou wilt waſh me with the fre- 


quent divine Waterings of thy per- 
fecting grace, and thus, from ſul- 
lied and black all over as I am 
with innumerable Sins of Com- 
miſſion and Omiſſion, I fball be 
made whiter than ſnow ; whiter by 
my repentance and richer in eve- 
ry Virtue than I was even before 
I forfeited my baptiſmal Inno- 
cence, and Candour, 

9. And thus, O GOD my 


Saviour, thou wilt afford peace and 


Joy to my yet diſquietedConſcience, 


in the total Abſolution of all my 
Sins aud an unutterable gladneſs to 
my intellectual hearing in the pro- 
miſe of thy eternal Rewards. And 
the bones, theſe very wretched 


bones, which were and ſtill are 


humbled 


the ſweet. Effects of thy Grace 
confirni'd in me. EAT UB, | 
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the fatal Effects which 
Sin has left behind it, ſal] then re- 
jaice in, and ſhare with my Soul, 


* 


1 
* 


9. Thou wilt 
ſprinkle me with 
Hyſſop, and I ſhall 
be cleanſed : Thou 
wilt waſh me and 1 
ſhall be made whiter 
than ſnow. 


9. Thou wilt af. 
ford joy and gladneſs 
to my hearing: and 
the bones which 
were humbled fall 


rejoice. e 


(70) 
ro. Tum away 10. Turn then, gracious GOP, 
thy face from my turn away thy face, not from me 
ins; and blot out thy diſtreſstul Servant, but from my 
all my iniquities. Sint, to be no more incenſed by 
them; and O deign to blot out of 
thy memory all my paſt iniguities, 
ſo as to look upon me henceforth 
with the ſame tender eye of pater- 
nal Affection as if I had never finn'd 

againſt thee, 

11. Ce) Create in 11. And that I may deſerve the 
me a clean heart, O continuation of thy fatherly ten- 
GOD; and renew dernefs, by finning no more, create 
a right ſpirit in my in me a clean heart, O GOD, 
bowels. clean from every vicious tendency ; 

| and renew by means of thy ſancti- 
fying grace fuch a right ſpirit in my 
bowels, ſuch a ſpirit of purity and 
love of thee, as, extirpating every 
ſeed of that evil ſpirit which has 
hitherto lurk'd within me, may 
purify me, fit me for, and lead me 
to thee. | 
1. Caſt me not 12. For pity's ſake, O Almigh- 
3 * -_ thy oy ty Creator, ca? md not away from 
\ 0s Joly 01 0 = T i thy heavenly face, me whom thou . 
IE ”e " haſt made out of nothing to th 

own Divine likeneſs, on er # 
that I might be happy for ever in 
the beatific Viſion of that unſpeak - 
ably lovely Countenance; and 
tate not thy holy ſpirit from me, 
the only guide I have to lead me to 


8 thee. 
13. Ah 


(e] Create in me a clean heart. That is reftore my heart re h 
* Aa purity a; that in which then did'ſt firſt create The: | 
art of Maw. | 2 „„ 
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13. Ah deareſt, deareſt, deareſt 13. Reſtore to me 1 
Redeemer R-fore to me the joy of the joy of thy ſalva- 


thy Salvation, that joy I fo eafily tion: And ſtrengthen | 
obtain'd in Baptiſm and fo fooliſh- me with a ſovereign 
ty ſince forfeited through my own Spirit. | 
baſeneſs, And thou, O Holy 5 
Ghoſt, O Divine Comforter, | 
Alrengthen me, J humbly implore | | 
thee, witha ſevereign Spirit; which, 1 
prefiding over all my Actions | 
Words and even thoughts, may di- | 
rect them wholly to thy glory the „ 
encreaſe of Virtue and the confir- 
mation of thy grace in me, 


14. Grant me this avour, My 14. Iwill teach ) | | 
GOD, that I may. make thee thy ways to the Un- {| 
ſome Amends for the Scandal I juſt; and the Wick- f | 
have ſo often given to Others, ed ſhall turn to the. 
Hear me but, Lord, and I will 1 155 
teach thy ways to the Unjuſt as well 8 | 
in my practice as in my diſcourſe, : £2 1 | 
And ſo exemplary ſhall my Conduct £243 | 
be, that, not only they to whoſe 1 
Crimes I have been any way ac- „ 
ceſſory, but All the Wicked who 0 1 
ſee it, charm'd with the ſweet + | 

Effects of th pop and Mercies 1 
in me, Hall forſake their evil vl 
courſes and turn fo thee by a ſin- N 
cere Repentance. | by 5 

d ways.] Or th ties, o a 2 thy 4 
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15. Deliver me (e) 
from blood, O GOD, 
the GOD of my 
Salvation, and my 
tongue ſhall rejoice 
at thy juſtice, 


16. Lord, thou 
wilt open my lips; 
and my mouth ſhall 
ſet forth thy praiſe. 


157. For if thou 
hadit liked ſacrifice, 
verily I wonld have 


eringsthou wilt 


not be well · pleaſed. 


(e) From blood. ] The Royal Prophet here ſeems literally to pray 
againſt the conſequences of the Murder of Urias : Tho? in a_{pi- 
be underſtood of Scandal or any other way 


ritual Senſe it may 


1 


the end of life. 


8 it: With Burnt- 


15. O enable me to do this 
my GOD! Make me a happy 
inſtrument of Converſion to ma- 
Ph but chiefly to all thoſe to whoſe 

uilt I have any ways contributed 
that thy Juſtice may not be obliged 
to require their blood at my hands, 
Deliver me then, ah deliver me 
from the blood of thoſe and all 
Mankind, O GOD, the GOD 
of my Salvation. And then my 
tongue ſhall join with thoſe of An- 
gels to — rejorce at, and mag - 
nify thy mereiful Fuſtice in calling 
Sinners to repentance, to avoid the 
neceſſity of chaſtiſing them. 
156. Then, Lord, with the gift 
of thy Truths thou wilt open my 
lips hitherto cloſed by falſe ſhame 
to every thing but Prophanity and 
Idleneſs. And then my mouth, fill'd 
with the eloquence of thy grace, 
ball in the public inceſſant ac- 
knowledgment of thy Mercies to 
me ſo wretched a Sinner, ſet forth 
thy praile and glorify thy name to 


17. And That, dear GOD, thou 
knoweſt, is all the gratitude which 
I can ſhew. For if thou hadi 
liked any other Sacrifice in expia- 
tion of my Crimes; verily with 


utmoſt chearfulneſs 7 woru'd have 


given 


of being acceſſory to the GUILT of others, which is ſpiriertg]ly 


murdering them. 


(f)# 


ilt not be well-pleaſed.] The learned Ki/mchin? obletves 


here, that the Sins of Dovid were premeditated and'thoretore - | 
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(73) 

given it: But with Burnt-Offerings 

and Sacrifices, as of old, thou wilt 

not any longer be a 91 ge For 

what proportion can there be be- 

tween a calf or ſucking Lamb of- 

fer'd to thee and the Enormi- 
ties by which I have offended 

thee ! Oh ES 5 
18, None, my ſweet Saviour, 18. A troubled 
None: A penitently troubled Spi- 8705 0D: lacrifice | 
rit grieved at offending thee and K. = 2 kt 
only grieved for love of thee, is a N O GOD. th = 
more grateful, far more grateful 1 not deſpiſc. 
Sacrifice to thy offended Majeſty, * 
my GOD, That, Lord, thou 
never doſt reject. No; a contrite 
and trulyhumble heart, OG, thou 
wilt not only not diſpiſe but graci- 
ouſly accept, preferably to every 
other Offering. 

19. Accept then, O accept the 1. In thy good 
lowly Offering of this contrite pleature, O Lord, b: 
heart; and mercifully hear the g cious to Sion, 
Prayer I offer not only for myſelf that the Walls ff 
but all Mankind. Vet chiefly in Jeruſalem may be 
thy great good. a © wh O Lord be built up. — IEG 
gracious to ion, thy faithful ; 24330 220 
perſecuted Flock. Send down thy | 157 3008 
light and grace once m—_—_— this N | 
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ou d not be effaced by bare legal Sacrifices which were expietorx 4 
only of Sins committed through Miſtake or Frailty. David theres 
| fore. ſtood in need of a more powerful Sacrifice, ro wit, chat or a2 
coutrite heart, which is never rejected by GOD. Hence then may Ty. 

_ appear the Weakneſs of the Molaic Sacrilces towards Jiuti- 
q TD 2 but not the Abelition of them in David's time; nc 


he hyaatelf talks of offering them again in verſe 20. Now in- 
aid they. arc totally aboliſh'd and, inefſectual, and therefore ia tus 
*»Pprapbyaſe L have treated them as ſuch. 3 g 
„„ "#6 ka? 
(dwg any} 
| 1 + Jerudalein.] Is ixerpeted Nn Peace. 
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20. Then thou 
wilt accept a Sacrifice 
of juſtice, Oblations 
and Burnt-Offerings; 
then ſhall they lay 
Calves upon thy Al- 
tar. 


Glory be to the 
Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Ho- 
1, -Ghoſt, 


= he ” * 
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uſe of it, 3 


unhappy kingdom; that with firm 
faith, a ſteady hope and ardent 
love for thee the Walls of thy Je- 


 ruſalem, this Land once dear to 


thee, may be again built up upon the 
ſolid Rock of Truth and Piety, 
and thus be re-inſtated in the 
bliſsful Viſion of unfeigned Peace, 

20. Hear then, O Lord, in the 
multitude of thy infinit Mercies, 
this my humble Requeſt, Then 
ſhall I know that thou accepteſt 
my Repentance : Then ſhall I know 
that thou wilt accept a Sacrifice of 
Juſtice from us Sinners, in the 
Confeſſion of our Sins, the Obla- 
tion of our contrite hearts and the 
Burnt-Offerings of mortifications 
which we offer to thee in penance 
and ſatisfaction for our Sins. Then 
ſhall all Mankind adore and mag- 
nify thy Clemency; and then 
ſhall They lay themſelves proſtrate 
before thee, like Calves upon thy 
Altar, in a voluntary facrifice of 
humility, purity, and conſtancy 
to the glory of thy name for- 
ever. 

Glory be to the evermerciful Fu- 
ther, who from all eternity de- 
cree'd forgiveneſs to repenting Sin- 
ners; and to the ever generous Son, 
who from all eternity offer'd him- 
felf Mediator for Sinners; and to 
the Holy-G Het, who eternally pre- 
pared the grace of Repentance for 
All who, after Sin, will but make 
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AY 


And may all glory be refunded As it was in the 
in you, O facred Three in One | IG I NOW, 
As it 1was in the unfearchable gin aud ever ſnall be, 
ning wholly thine ; is now through WO! d without end. 
thy unwearied Goodneſs mani- men. * 480 
felted to thy Creatures; and ever a 
hall be foleſ, attributed to thee b 
all the World, till time ſhall deal 
and that Eternity of bliſs takes 

place when thoſe who faithfull 
adhere to thee ſhall fing thy Praiſe | 
and Glory without end. AMEN, O 
| make me JESUS of the happy 
number ! Amen, ſweet JESU 
Amen, 


wks: > 
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The PR AV ER. 


6 1 of Heaven! Out of the infinit 
Multitude of thy tender Mercies, vouchſaſe 
to ſignalize thy Goodneſs to me by blotting out f 
thy memory all my paſt iniquities. I know, Lord, ps 
that I am unworthy of the bleflings I implore : But 
{ill to render my ſelf as pleaſing in thy ſight as 1 
can, I readily confeſs my Guilt and all the horrots 
* of it. Far be it from — to plead the frailt a: my 
nature, to excuſe the evils I have done, 
*© -GOD, the frequent Lights and Graces thou hh 
given me to raiſe me above that Frailty of my Na- a 
ture, reproach me with the baſeneſs of my ingrati- "PS 
agg in correſponding ſo very illy to ſo much boun- 9 
. Yet ah my gracious Saviour! Repair what is paſt, . 
505 me with thy All-purifyi ing blood from my 
own Sins and thoſe of Others. Renew my 1 tl Ws 
my mind and all within me and ſo confirm me in 
T thy-grace that both in body and in foul I m. a 
7 9955 Fholly thine henceforth for ever. Accompliſh 
| E Converſion thou haſt wrought in me; and, that g 
repair the many ſcandals I have given, make : 1 i 
Armed inſtrument. of faving Nan 1 
H 2 Takeo bi the,” 
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70) 
the true Contrition of my heart: *Tis all the ſacri- 
fice I have to offer, and ſuch a ſacrifice thou likeſt 
beſt. Accept it then, O GOD my Saviour for 
my Salvation and that of all Mankind. O graci- 
ouſly look down upon us all with a relenting eye; 


but chiefly, Lord, recall thy tenderneſs for this de- 


luded Nation. Reſtore it to the Viſion of a perfect 
Peace in the Communion of thy faithful Flock, that 
A] may be again eftabliſh'd on the unſhaken Rock 
of Catholic Belief and Sanctity of manners. Thus 
{hall the Walls of thy — Grace be happily 
re- built in this thy once- loved Land of Saints. And 
then, Almighty Majeſty, what Offerings what Sa- 
crifices of Praiſe, of Thanks and Glory ſhall we 
not make to thee? O grant it, GOD of our Sal- 
vation, grant it through JESUS CHRIST our 
Lord. Amen. 


PSALM Cl. 


FlFTH PENITENTIAL PSALM, 


PSALM. PARAPHRASE, 
Lord hear 1 f }Lord my GOD! vouchſafe 
my prayer in the abundance of thy 


And let my ciy come elemency, I conjure thee, to hear 
to thee. my humbly hearty earneſt prayer; 


and, without regard to my unwor- 
thineſs, let my diſtreſsful Cry come 
acceptable to thee, whe graciouſly 
inviteſt all who labour and are hea- 
vily laden to approach to thee for 


2. Turn not away 2. Ah turn net away in anger 
thy face from me; thy heavenly face the comforting 
in What day foever countenanceof thy Brace e 


I am in tribulation a miſerable Sinner 
incluze thy ear to 
me. : 


Mik. * 4 , 2 ; 
| 1. enen. 
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(77). 


Saviour, as thou haſt promiſed; and 
be my Saviour ſtill : In what day or 
hour foever 1 am in the tribulation 
of terror for my former Sins or 
under the retire of cemptations 
to relapſe, mercifully incline thy 
compaſhonate ear to my Petition 
and releaſe me from my diſtreſſes, 

3. In what day or inſtant ſoever 
ball be in any temptation, peril 
or affliction and call upon thee, My 
only Help; O hear me ſpeedily, my 
benehcent G OD. For thou, 
Lord, knoweſt what danger I am 
in, every minute, when left to 
myſelf, 

4. For my days, alas, the days 
of my Youth in which I ought to 
have ſortified myſelf with virtuous 
habits, are inſenſibly vaniſb' d like 
Smak, without fruit. And now 
my bones are grown inactively diy, 
and all the faculties of my Soul 
wither and languiſh, /tte a vege- 
table Thing which is parch'd with 
ſpiritual Barrenneſs of Aﬀection, 

5. J am blaſted and infected all 
over by the contagious Effects 
which Sin has left behind it within 
me, {ike Graſs which is Sun-burnt; 
and ſpite of all my Endeavours to 
lift ny heart to thee, it is dried up 
with Indevotion and Sloth ; becauſe 
have forgotten to eat my bread : 
I have neglected to feed on the 


ſtreugth'ning Nourriture of thy 
| Sh Doris have lighted the 
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Feed df Angels, the ſubſtantial 
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Prepare pare for me, 
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3. In what day 
foever I ſhall call 
upon thee, hear me 


4. For my days 
are vanifli'd ENT 
{moak ; and My. 
bones are grown dx 
like a thing wnicck 
is parch'd. 9 pon 


5. I am blaſted. 
like graſs, and my 
heart is dried ups 
becauſe I have for- 
gotten to, cat my 


6. With the Ioud- 
mels of my groan, 
my bone has cleaved 
' _ to my fleſk, 


| 7. I am become 
| like a Pelican of the 
Wilderneſs; I am as 
| a Night-Raven in 
the rums of a houſe. 


IPRS 


3. I have watch'd 
and am become as a 
ſolitary Sparrow on 
2 Houſe- top. 


(78) | 

6. But ah my lighted GOD! 
How have I ſince wept my former 
neglect; how have I lamented 2 
folly; how have I hated and ti 
hate myſelf for my baſeneſs and 


Ingratitude ! Infomuch that with ; 


the loudneſs and continued Streſs 


of my groan, my bone has cleaved ; | 


or if it has not yet, Lord ; it ſhall 
cleave to my fleſh before I give 


Over. 


7. So conſcious and aſhamed am 


I of the ungrateful vile return I 
have hitherto made to thy exceſs of 
bounty, gracious Lord, that { am 
become fond of Solitude, and ie 
the Pelican of the Wilderneſs, ſeek 


the lonlieſt Receſſes where I may 


pour forth my Soul to thee. And 


fo dejected am I at the Remem- 


brance of my Guilt that J am 


fearful to appear in the light as an 
Owl or a N:ght- Raven who hides - 


his deformity in the Ruins of @ 
Flouſe. 


8. vince my Converſion to thee 


have watch'd night and day over 


the frailty of my Nature to avoid 
relapſing into Sin. And am now 


become averſe to Company as a ſoli- 


tary Sparrow in retreat on a houſe- 
top ; placingall my Safety under thy 
grace in flying 8 
merce with Mankind, and fixing 


my thoughts wholly on the abun- 


dance of thy Mercies, O my GO, 


and on the Means to deſerve 


them. | 
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833 A | ks: 
| „ Therefore is it that Satan 9. My Enemies * * 
| WR | his Miniſters my ſpiritual Ene- upbraided me all the 
mies, before ſo buſy in tempting day; and they who 
| _ and encouraging me to rebel ie praiſed me ſwore a 
thee, now enraged at my repen- 8ainſt me. 1 
tance have wpbraided me all the 
day long with my former iniqui- | 
'| ties to bring me to diſpair; And 
| ſeeing that thy Grace preſerves me 
ſ from it, they who praiſed me before 
for ſinning, ſwore and became im- 
placably incenſed againſt me for en- 
deavouring to give proofs of my 
1 thoroughly converted from 
in. | 
10. For ſuch, O Lord, is the 1 ; 5 
- . exceſs of hatred which thy con- 42 1 Y 
T5 1), verting Grace has given me for mingled my drink © _ 
Sin, that, to puniſh my Senſes for with my tears. 
having led me into it, I did often | | 
eat afhes as bread with my neceſſa- 
ry food, and mingled my drink with 
my tears of Compunction for ha- 
YET thee. 3 5 5 
11. And what ; auſe, 1 
my G OD, have not I, an indi- 45 1 .of 
gent miſerable impotent Worm, dignation; for that 
to tremble and grieve at the having lifted me on 
thought of having finn'd againſt fo high thou haſt da d 
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| dread a Lord; by reaſon of thy me on the ground. 
2] wrath and indignation to come? e 
Theſe thou haſt taught me to fear | 
| by the temporal Inſtances thou 


| haſt already made me feel of them: 
| - © For that having lifted me on high, 

by the grace and means to do good, 
then haſt daſh'd me and the inſolent 
4 — — I was elated with on 


128 5 
1 


Heund, by permitting me to 
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12. My days are 
grown like a ſhadow: 
And I am wither'd 
as graſs. 


13. But thou, O 
Lord, remaineſt for- 
ever; and thy Me- 
mory from Genera- 
tion to Generation. 


14. Thou wilt 
ſtand up and take 
pity on Sion; for 
the time to take pity 
on it, for the time 
is coming. 
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fall a ſlave to my own corrupt Ap- 
petites, 

12, And now alas when I look 
back for the fruits of my former 
life, I ind nothing but anunavail- 
ing Shell without Kernel, My 
days, inſtead of being fill'd withſub- 
ſtance, are grown like a very ſhadow 
full of nothing but vanity and 
darkneſs ; and I myſelf, inſtead of 
being that gay and flouriſhing 
thing I fooliſhly conceited myſelf 
to be, find alas to my ſorrow that/ 
am blaſted with guilt and wither'd 
as Sm ref for want of the 
frequent Waterings of thy Grace, 

13. But blaſted with Guilt as I 
am, then, O Lord, ar't ſtill the 
ſame,unalterably merciful good and 
gracious, and remaineft lo forever 
without any poſſibility of our Ma- 
lice either adding to or diminiſhing 
from thy immenſe Greatneſs, And 
thy divine Memory unchangeable 

rom generation to generation, to the 
End of time, will not forget thy 
merciful promiſe of Grace and for- 
giveneſs to the worſt of Sinners 
who ſhall truly repent. 

14. In this unalterable Bounty 
of thine, O my GOD, I place all 


my confidence; in this alone J 


truſt that thou wilt and up in de- 


fence of me a repenting Criminal, 
and wilt farther take pity on Sion; 
on this once holy. now unfaithful 
Land: Fer the time to take pity on. 


it is now, now it is ſo miſerably. 
immerſed in a deluge of Errors ang 
Prophaneneſs. Yes, ſweet Lord, 

| þ 4 


= 
, * 
WW 
* 


* 
- * R 
* 
* 
- 


4 


a! . 
* 


(81) 
es: For the time is coming when 
all to whom thy Truth is made 
known ſhall gladly embrace it. 

15. Have mercy then, have 
mercy, Good GOD, on this 
drooping Kingdom. O abandon 
it not: Becauſe the very Stones of it 
have pleaſed thy faithful Servants, 
who heretofore ſerved thee in it. 
And they will, they as well as We 
cannot but, hold dear our native 
Land in compliance with that uni- 
verſal Charity thou didſt teach, 
Therefore will thy Saints of this 
Nation, whether in Heaven or on 
Earth have ate Gounr and pray "af 
their profligate even 
ſake of the holy gr and of Alm i 
_ ed en. 

Be ſtill e N then, 
Almighty Mercy, to this ſinful 
People, and convert them as thou 
did'ſt the "inhabitants of Ninive. 
Then then ſhall they magnify thy 


Goodneſs, And all the People of 


eve Nation, Gentils as well as 
If dach tes, ſhall honour love and ſrar 
thy Name, O Lord; Nay and all 
the kings of the Earth; ceing the 
Wonders of thy all- powerful Grace 
wrought among us, ſhall humble 
themſelves with their people and 
pay the profoundeſt homage to thy 
irreſiſtable Glory. 
17. Truſt then, truſt in thy 
GOD, O my Soul, for his far- 


ther Mercies: For the Lord hath 
ready built the Sion, of his holy 
chuch, in this Iſland, on a firm 
e Mud wo be ren, | in his good 


15, Becauſe the 
Stones of it have 
pleaſed thy ſervants 3 
and they will have a 
compaſhon for the 
ground it ſtood on. 


16. And the Gen- 
tils ſhall fear thy 
Name, O 
And all the kings of 
the Earth thy glory. 


17. For the Lord 
hath built Sion; and 
will de ſeen in b 


glory. 


18. He hath had 
regard to the Sup- 
plication of the 
Humble; and hath 
not deſpiſed their 

Prayer 


19. Let theſe 
things be recorded 
in another genera- 
tion; and the Peo- 
ple which ſhall be 
(a) created ſhall 
Praiſe the Lord. 


our Poſterity, whic 


(8 2 ) 


time, reſtoring it to all it's former 


Splendor, protecting it, and ſpa- 


ciouſly extending it. 
18, For the Lond was ever an 
unſpeakably bountiful GOD: H. 
hath always and on all juſt Occaſi- 
ons had regard to the earneſt and 
aſſiduous Supplication of the Hum- 
ble whenever they have recurr'd to 
him with faith fervor and ſpiritual 
Confidence: And hath never, no 
not ever, deſpiſed or diſmiſs'd their 
Prayer unheard, if they have but 
perſevered in ſubrtaifſively impor- 
tuning him, | 

19. Yes, my gracious Lord! 
My Soul encouraged by th 
Goodneſs, ſhall ſteadily perſiſt in 
hoping for thy farther Mercies to 
me and this my poor deluded 
Country, O continue then and 
encreaſe the Gifts of thy grace to 


us: And let theſe things be recorded 

to thy glory in anather generation: 
et unborn, all 

Fd ſhall be created 


And the People as 


hall praiſe the abundance of thy 
Bount | 
thankfully adore thee for thy 
Favours ſhewn to our Fore- 
Fathers, | 

20. Becauſe 


(a) Creat ed.] This may be metaphorically underſtood, not on- 


ly of Poſterity, but even of Such living Sinners as are again re- 
ored to the.Grace of Repentance Their Converſion being a kind 


of ſecond Spiritual Creation, 
in fact than their firſt produ 
Senſe in which the Holy Prophet ſeems ſometimes 
create, witneſs ver. 11. of the preceding Pſalm. 


and depending on a greater Miracle 


to uſe che word, 


ction out of nothing. And this Is a. 


paſt 


to us, Lord, as we now 
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20. 4 with the eyes of 
his tender Mercy he hath gracious- 
ly loo d down from his high Sanctu- 
ary: Yes, the Lord JESUS, the 
eternal Word of the Divine Fa- 
ther, hath loo#d nay generouſly 


deſcended down from his everlaſt- 


ing and glorious throne in heaven, 
to take upon him and become fleſh 
upon the Earth for the redemption 

and Salvation of his miſerable ſin- 
ful and undeſerving Creatures. 

21. The eternal Son of GOD 
hath vouchſafed to take upon him 
our Nature, that, by his Medi- 
ation, he might prevail upon his 
heavenly Father, to hear the groans 
of thoſe who are in purgatorial Fet- 
ters beyond the grave, or in the 


20. Becauſe he 
hath look'd down 
from his high Sanc- 
tuary; the Lord 
hath look'd down 


from heaven upon 
the earth. 


21. To hear the 
groans of thoſe who 
are in Fetters ; to re- 
leaſe the Children of 


them who were put 


to death. 


chains of ſinful inclinations on this 


ſide. of it; and might move him to 
releaſe from their Sins and ſinful 
Affections the Children of them wha 
were alas through their own fault 

put to eternal Death by following 
the ſuggeſtions of Satan; that 
Theſe at leaſt may not periſh with 
their unhappy Parents. 

22. Ah avert it loving Saviour 
Rather grant thy Servants the grace 
that they may, by acknowledging 
the infinity of his mercies, „r* 

the adorable Name of GOD thy 
eternal Father aur gracious Lord 
in the Sion of his and thy holy 
Catholic Chureh ; and thus doing 
magnify, extend and perpetuate 
«bis, thine, and thy Bleſſed Spirit's 
. jult praiſe in this Other-Foruſalem, 


—— 


4 


22. That they "A 


may proclaim the 
name of our Lord in 
Sion, and his praife 


in Jeruſalem. 
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23. When Nations 
ſhall aſſemble toge- 
ther into one place; 


and kings to ſerve 
the Lord. 


24. He anſwer'd 
- Him in the courſe of 
his vigour; tell me 


the fewneſs of my 
days. 


23. Call me not 
dack in the midſt of 
my days; thy years 
are from one gene- 
ration to another. 


684) 
this City and Nation once ſo holy 


and precious in thy Sight, 


23. O! Forward then, Almigh- 
ty Mercy, we implore thee, for- 
ward the time, when all Nations, 
converted to thy truth, ball, with 
like faith and Charity, © gear to- 

ether into one place of religious 

orſhip Praiſe and Thankſgiving 

to thee; and when all the Kings of 
the earth, as well as their people, 
ſhall with one accord pay obedience 
to the Faith and Doctrin of thy 
Church; and unite within her ſa- 
lutary pale to ſerve thee the Lord 

of All. 'F 

24. How often, O eternal Fa- 
ther, has thy humbled Servant be- 
held this blefled time from far, in 
the fulneſs ot truſt in his Saviour 
And how often recolleQing the 
gracious promiſe of thy Chriſt to 
hear all thoſe who call upon him, 
has he anfwer'd him in the courſe 
of his contemplative Vigour : Re- 
veal tome, tell me, O Saviour, the 


fewneſs of my days! Shall I live 


to joy in the happy Converſion of 
my dear deceived Country? Shall 


I be bleſt with ſeeing my Prayers 


take effect and all adore thee. 


in faithful charitable Unity? 


25. O call me not back, take 
me not out of this World, Lord, 
in the mid/l of my days, the days 
in which thou haſt promiſed to 
hear me, if I call upon thee. Tho? 


I ſhould live for ages I ſhall. but 
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thy wrath upon my Brethren. - 
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(85) 
Ah let that ceaſe then,dear GOD, 
and take me to thyſelf as ſoon as 
thou pleaſeſt. Yet, whatever be 
thy bleſſed pleaſure, I ſubmit: Not 
my Will but thine be always done. 
Only, if fo thy Mercy ſhall think 
fit, let me before I die rejoice in the 
re-eftabliſhment of Piety in this 
Land. For thy Years are from 
one Generation to another with- 
out end and ftill the fame; 
and thou can'ſt preſerve me for 
that joyful Sight; that thou may'lt 
diſmiſs thy Servant in peace accor- 
ding to thy Word, when his eyes 
ſhall have beheld thy Salvation. 

26. In the beginning of time, O 26. In the begin- 
Lord Jeſus, thou who art without ning, O Lord, thou 
any beginning the WORD OF did't lay the foun- 
GOD, did'/t lay the foundation of dation of the earth; 
the whole Earth and all things and the heavens are 

in it; and the wonderful produc- the works of thy 
tion preſervation and government hands. 
of the heavens and all things in 
them or under them are the eaſy 
works f thy all-powerful hands. 


What then, Almighty Sovercign, ; 4 Þ 
can have power to reſiſt thy bleſſed 1 
Will or what ſhall hinder thy Mer- 4B 
cy from converting all to thee, 1 

27. The earth and the material 27. They ſhall | 2 1 


Heavens too, with what ever in periſh but thou re- 
them is matter thou waſt pleaſed maineſt ; and all ſhall 
to make periſhable, and therefore grow old like a gar- - .z ? 
they fhall periſh, But Thou, O ment. "oO : 
60 D, ar't a pure Spirit and re- . 
maiueſt for ever. And while they "0 | 
all ſhall grow eld and decay lite a 
Worn-out garment, thy Majeſty 
1 2 and 


23. When Nations 
ſhall aſſemble toge- 
ther into one place; 


and kings to ſerve 
the Lord. 


24. He anſwer'd 
him in the courſe of 
his vigour; tell me 


the fewneſs of my 
days. 


25. Call me not 
dack in the midſt of 
my days; thy years 
are from one gene- 
ration to another. 


(84) 
this City and Nation once fo holy 
and precious in thy Sight. 

23. O! Forward then, Almigh- 
ty Mercy, we implore thee, for- 
ward the time, when all Nations, 
converted to thy truth, all, with 
like faith and Charity, ow to- 


ether into one place of religious 
orſhip Praiſe and Thankſgiving 


to thee; and when all the kings of 


the earth, as well as their people, 
ſhall with oneaccord pay obedience 
to the Faith and Doctrin of thy 
Church; and unite within her ſa- 
lutary pale o ſerve thee the Lord 
of All, 

24. How often, O eternal Fa- 
ther, has thy humbled Servant be- 
held this bleſſed time from far, in 
the fulneſs oi truſt in his Saviour 
And how often recollecting the 
gracious promiſe of thy Chriſt to 
hear all thoſe who call upon him, 
has he an ſiber' d him in the courſe 
of his contemplative Vigour : Re- 
veal to me, tell me, O Saviour, the 
fewneſs of my days! Shall 1 live 
to joy in the happy Converſion of 
my dear deceived Country? Shall 
J be bleſt with ſeeing my Prayers 
take effect and all Men adore thee 
in faithful charitable Unity? 

25. O call me not back, take 
me not out of this World, Lord, 
in the midjt of my days, the days 
in which thou haſt promiſed to 
hear me, if I call upon thee, Tho? 
I ſhould live for ages I ſhall but: 
have half-lived; if J do not ſurvive. 
thy wrath upon my Brethren. - 
1 
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(85) 
Ah let that ceaſe then,dear GOD, 
and take me to thyſelf as ſoon as 
thou pleaſeſt, Yet, whatever be 
thy bleed pleaſure, I ſubmit: Not 
my Will but thine be always done. 
Only, if fo thy Mercy ſhall think 
fit, let me before I die rejoice in the 
re-eſtabliſhment of Piety in this 
Land. For thy Years are from 
one- Generation to another with- 
out end and ſtill the ſame; 
and thou can'ſt preſerve me for 
that joytul Sight ; that thou may*il 
diſmiſs thy Servant in peace accor- 
ding to thy Word, when his eyes 
ſhall have beheld thy Salvation. 
26. In the beginning of time, 2 
Lord Jeſus, thou who art without 
any beginning the WORD OF 
GOD, did'/t lay the foundation of 
the whole Earth and all things 
in it; and the wonderful produc- 
tion preſervation and government 
of the heavens and all things in 
them or under them are the caſy 
works f thy all-powerful hands. 
What then, Almighty Sovereign, 
can have power to refiſt thy bleſſed 
Will or what ſhall hinder thy Mer - 
cy from converting all to thee, 


27. The earth and the naterial 


Heavens too, with what ever in 
them is matter thou watt pleaſed 
to make periſhable, and therefore 
they fhall periſh, But Thou, O 
'G OD, ar't a pure Spirit and re- 
ma ineſt for ever. And while the 

all ball grow eld and decay lite a 
_'worn-out garment, thy Majeſty 
1 — 55 ä | and 


26. In the begin- 
ning, O Lord, thou 
did'it lay the foun- 
dation of the eart n; 
and the hcavens are 
the works of thy 

ands, 


27. They fhall 
periſh but thou re- 
maineſt; and all ſhall 
grow old lixe a gar- 
ment. 
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28. And as a 
cluak thou wilt 
change them and 
they hall be chang- 
ed ; but thou ar't the 
very ſame, and thy 
years will not fail. 


29 The Sons of 
thy Servants fhall 
have a habitation: 
And their Seed ſhall 
be directed for ever. 


| 2 kingdom; and that their 
Seed and their Seed's feed hall be 


and glory ſhall live unalter'd and 
unalterable to eternity. 

28. And as a cloak when it 
comes to decay is thrown off for 
a new One to ſucceed it; ſo thou, 
Lord, as thoſe periſhable Beings 
Waſte away, wilt, with the fame 
eaſe with which thou didſt firſt 
produce them, change them and put 


others in their place; and they - 


ſhall be Changed at the good 
pleaſure of thy infinit power and 
wiſdom, without the leaſt altera- 
tion, or inconſtancy in thee. For 
them thou did{t make by nature 
changeable : But thou, my GOD, 
ar't by nature unchangeable, always 
the very ſame, and thy years which 
_ thy eternity will not, cannot, 
att, f 


29. Unalterably bleſſed then as 


thou ever waſt, ar't, and wilt be, 
O my GOD, what but thy 


infinit bounty cou'd induce thee 
to create us the Sons of thy Servants 


to enjoy thee forever? In that 


bounty therefore alone thy Servants 
hope that they and their poſterity 


ſhall have a bliſsful habitation in th 


henceforth directed by thy effica- 
cious grace to perſevere in loving, 


ſerving and praiſing thee. in this 
life, till it ſhall pleaſe thy tender 


goodneſs to transfer us to the 


- unſpeakable happineſs of being 
. intimately united to thee far 
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Glory be te the Father, who Glory be to the 
created us out of Nothing by his Father, and to the 
Almighty WORD: And Glory Son, and to the Ho- 
be to that Almighty Word %% !y-Ghott. 
Son, who ranſom'd us from Sin 
and Satan at the big Price of his 
precious blood ; and Glory be to "= 0 
the Holy-Gheſt, who offers to 5 a 
All his All-enlivening Grace, 


As it was due to thee, O As it was in the 
Lord, in the beginning when thy beginning, is now, 4 
Goodneſs was firſt manifeſted and ever ſhall be | 
in our Creation, 15 now when wore without end. ; 
thy Mercy is fulfill'd in our R- 3 
demption and SanCtification, and 5 
ever hall be in that World, where 1 


without end thy Bounty will ſhew | 27 
itſelf juſtified as well in the puniſh- i 
ing the Impenitent, as in forgiving 
and glorifying the truly and per- 
ſeveringly penitent. AMEN, my 
GOD, Amen, Amen. | 


The PRAYER. * 


nN 
Ta % 


Ka (Sovereign Lord and Ruler of all things, r, 
5 GOD, my Saviour, my Father and my? | 


Friend ! To thee at length I lift my contrite heart, 
© altho' alas full late. Accept it, Lord, ſuch as it is, 
ſtain'd and corrupted with Guilt and guilty Incli- © : 
nations; and, in conſideration of my preſent R? 

pentance, free me from my paſt iniquities; and 
ſuffer me no more to commit any freſh Offences. 
Alas when I reflect how much of that precious its 3 
time, which thou haſt graciouſly afforded me t 
work my Salvation in, I have not only trifled wax, 
in idleneſs, but even made uſe of to offend an! 
F injure thee; when I look back upon the fruitlefs 
„ ſinful life I hitherto have. led, my Conſcience li.. 
„ „„ I,,, OE RE 
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into 


W % 
my face, And Satan, who tempted me to ſet 
thy Juſtice at defiance would fain perſuade me to 


ve up thy Mercy by deſpairing in it. But ah all- 
3 GO D! N 


hen I again reflect on the 


kind promiſe thou haſt made of pardoning the 
Worſt of Sinners, who aſks but thy forgiveneſs with 
ſincere Repentance; thy hitherto experienced 
Goodneſs urges me to hope in thee, in ſpite of all 
the baſe % erte of my infernal Enemy. Yes, 


my Sweet 


viour, I will hope in thee for pardon. 


O grant it then, dear Lord, to me and all this ſinful 
Have not the Crimes of our Forefathers 
nor our own, in thy remembrance, to be ſtill angry 
with us for them : But tenderly look down upon 
ourſelves and our Poſterity with thy converting 
Grace and Clemency, that thy pu faith may be 


Nation. 


re- built and ſtrengthen'd in our : 
Ah GOD of mercies}. Acquieſce to this my 


SouPs Requeſt, that we may all with one accord 
adore and ſerve and honour thee in all our Actions 
Wards and Wiſhes till thou haſt fitted us for being 


© the reſt of thy 


. 


inds and Hearts. 


: x & filld with thee and totally abforb'd together with 
; loved heavenly Hoſt in the un- 


bounded Flaod of thy eternal Bliſs. This we, thy 


tbrough any Merits which our frail and fickle 


_ 
„ 
ce 
cc 
0 


* 


Nature has to boaſt without thee; but pe va. 


Merit which thy precious Death and Sufferings 


have imparted, to our otherwiſe unfruitful Works, of 


O Chrift our Lord, who with the Father and the 
Holy-Ghoſt do'ſt live and reign in one co-equal | 
undivided Trinity forever and ever, Amen,” 


4 


— 


eſscless, humble, contrite, loving Servants, earneſtly *_ 
pecearn after; and this we truſt we ſhall obtain, not 


| 


| ; 


x 
— — 
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*% have plunged my Soul into, in the 
fulneſs of my repenting heart 7 
have crizd out for mercy to thee, O 
Lord my GOD: Lord, hear my 


voice; and according to thy gra- 


; cious promiſe, let me not call up- 

| on thee in vain, | 

* 2. But let thy tender Ears be 
condeſcendingly ive to the 


Voice of my lowly petition, to grant 
me the pardon and grace I implore, 


f without regarding the manifold 
| Crimes by which I have render'd 
* myſelf unworthy of wy favours 
| from thee. f 


„„ 4 i 0 if thou, the GOD of 


© Mercies, wilt keep a ſtrict account 


1 F all our iniguities to reward us 


according to our deſerts in the ut- 

- moſt rigour of thy Juſtice, O 
*Lord; Lord, who even among the 
moſt innocent of Men will be able 
to undergo the all-diſcovering Scru- 


tiny, or to ſtand the Terrors of 


| e 
| PS ALM OXXIX. 
SIXTH PENITENTIAL PSALM. 
PARAPHRASE. PSALM, 
| r. FRO M the deplorable depths ROM the 
| of diſtreſs which the mi- depths 1 
ſerable Slavery of Sin and Satan have cried out to 


thee, O Lord; Lord 


hear my voice 


2. Let thy Ears 


be attentive to the 


Voice of my Peti- 


Gon. 


* 


3. If 4 thou ; wilt 2 4 
keep account of in: 


75 hs O Lord: 


rd, who will un 
de 80 it. ni 
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| 1 1 * Whereas, 0 Poing Saviour! _ 3 uh 1 45 
1 | Binner, wretched Sinner; as I. am, thee; avd by tea-- 
{I 1 dare throw myſelf wholly upon e © 5 
-| thy Sentence r. Mercy, becauſe have = ed ide; Rf; 
ES PI with thee ; and O Lord. +8 
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F. My Soul hath 


x ected in his word, 
1% Soul hath hoped 
in the Lord. 


6. From the 


morning watch until 
Night, let Iſrael 
hope in the Lord. 


; - 
N 
; | 
3 
| 
J 


faithful Chri 
ritants of 1ſrael fix a reaſonable 
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ſuch confidence have Tin thy innef- 


fable Truth, that by fe of thy 


merciful /aw in favour of repenting 


Sinners, ſo far am I from being 
_ » terrified at thy Coming, that / have 
expetted thee with anxiety, O Lord, 


to take me to ow tarp 


5. Yes, My Soul wholly truſt-" 


ing in the Mercies of my good 
GOD hath enpected and repoſed all 
it's Comfort in his gracious Word; 
my Soul hath hoped with a filial 
Confidence in the Salvation of my 
Lord, who is able and ready to ſave 
me, who has promiſed Mercy to 
all who ſeek it of him, and who 


is as incapable of deceiving as of _ 


being deceived. | 
6. Wherefore from the Morning 
Watch of their earlieſt Infancy, 


until the Night of death, let all 
Rians the true Inhe- 


hope, built upon a ſteady and ardent 


n faith and charity, in the Lord, their 
"of GOD. ; | 
3 7. Becauſe with 7. Becauſe with th e Lord, We 
* the Lord there is have to do with, there 7s infinit in- 
merch and with him exhauſtible Mercy: For he delights - 
© plentiful Redemp- in Goodneſs; he is ſlow to anger; 
5 tion. and, tho? terrible in wrath, yet he 
2 | can be appeaſed. And with him 
> there is ſuch plentiful Redemption, 
\ that the more Graces are received 
: ſrom him the more is he ready to 
# 8. And he will 8. And he, with the immenſe 
4 redeem Iſrael from Price of his precious Blood which 
| all his iniquities. he powr'd forth fo plentifully fox |. 
| - All who will reap thie benefit of it, 
. „ 
1 N ˙ Ee LOC nT 
. rr 2 


vill redeem every Chriſtian Inhe- 


ties, on a ſincere Repentance, O 
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ritant of Iſrael from all hes inigui- 


give it to us, gracious Saviour ! 
Give it to us all. 


Glory be to the Father on whole. Glory be to he 


- _unalterable Truth we build our Father, and to the 


Faith; And to the Son in whoſe Son, and to the Hes 
redemptive Mercy we place all our 1y-Ghoſt, 

hopes, and to the Holy-Ghoft by 

whoſe ſanctifying Love we are 

lifted to benefit by that Redemp- 

tion which is wrought in us, ; 


And may all Glory be paid to As it was in the 


them, as it was in the beginning beginning, is now, 


when they decree'd this Redemp- and ever ſhall be, 
tion; is now by the grace reap'd world without en 
from it by faithful Chriſtians and Amen. | 
profter'd to all Men; and ever ſhall 5 + 

be by the Bliſs which this Redemp- 


tion ſhall afford to all Such as 


make a right uſe of it, in that 
World which will ſubſiſt without 
End. AMEN, Dear GOD, Amen: 


Be it ſo Amen, 


The PRAYER. 


40 n us, not with an eye of in- 


5 deign to look upo 
<« dignation and conte 


« and hear our Sighs and Vows, Regard not our H- 


„ quities ; for if thou wilt attend to them who ſhall 
„ endure thy preſence; in whoſe all- piercing ſight the _ 
«. cleaneſt of us all are far from clean, Think, then 


© dear Saviour, only think upon thy tender Goodneſs, 


which moves thee to forgive and ſpare us all, For 


2 


LY 4 

$7 % 

* 
+7 

* 

4 * 

$f 


"3 ST 3-08, 

"©" SE 3 1. 
i 1 
1 . % 

s * 9 w ' a 


We are. all thy own, O Lord, thou Lover of our 
Souls! View then thy Image in us, not as we have 
# diahgured it by Sins but as what thou can'ſtreſtre i 


«6 Lord, our generous Redeemer | Mercifully 
( but with thy wonted 775 | 
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( 92 
ce to by that all-purifying precious blood which thou 
<« haſt ſo profuſely ſhed for us. Exert thy plentiful 
« Redemption and ſend us by thy Holy Spirit the grace 
c to reap Salvation from it: For without thy Aſſiſtance 
6 to profit by it, in vain are we redeem'd. In thee 
« we place our hopes, let us not therefore be con- 
“ founded; but as thou haſt ſo generouſly vouchſafed 


** to die for us on Earth, give us to live with thee for 


e alleternity in heaven. Amen.” 


PSALM CXLI. | 
SEVENTH PENITENTIAL PSALM, 


Sight. 


PSALM. 


I, ORD, hear 

my prayer, 
give ear to my ſup- 
plication according 
to thy truth: Hear 


me according to thy 
Juſtice. 


2. And enter not 


into judgment with 
thy Servant: For 
No One living ſhall 


be found Juſt in thy 


thou fu 


fences are: For, if thou, O GOD. 
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PARAPHRASE. 


I. Lord, my heavenly Sove- 
reign, hear my humble 


prayer ; which I offer with faith, 


confidence and love to obtain thy 
bleſſings: Give a favourable car 10 
my earneſt ſupplication ſor thy pro- 
tection againſt temptations and 
dangers, according te thy truth, by 
which thou haſt promiſed to liſten 
to all who call upon thee in their 
Neceffities. O hear me then accord- 
ing to thy Fuſtice: Not that Juſtice 
ch thou puniſheſt the 
3 That with which 
let every gracious Pro- 
miſe thou haſt made to repenting 
Sinners. | 


2. Have pity on me then, O 


my GOD, and enter not into 4 


rigorous judgment with me thy 
nitent Servant, great as my 


6 


fe. 


wilt examin Mankind with 


oy 
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fame uncompaſhonateSeverity they 


uſe to Each-Other ; No One liuing 


Mortal hu be found juſt in thy 
all- perceiving Sight. 
3. Wherefore I beſeech thee, 


O Lord of Mercies, to ſoften thy 


py 


rigour. For the infernal Enemy 
hath perſecuted my Soul, to alienate 
it from thee by his deteſtable Ar- 
tifices : And by the weight of fin- 
ful Affections which he hath 


* brought upon me, through my 
own folly, he hath brought down 


my life to the Earth and earthly 
Attachments, 

4. With ſuch innumerable Illuſi- 
ons hath he fill'd my Soul, that he 
hath placed me in a darkneſs of Guilt 
which diſables me from think- 
ing on thee; and in this hath made 
me, for the preſent, like the Dead 
of paſt Ages, thoſe unhappy wretch- 
es whoſe chief Torment is the be- 
ing deprived of thy enlivening 
Countenance. And therefore my 


Spirit is, and well O GO D'may 


it be, in anguiſh at conſidering the 


wretched. mentalAbſence from thee 


which I ſee myſef in; and with 


juſt reaſon is it that My heart is ſo 


grievouſly diſturbed within. me. 
5, For ah my GOD I have re- 


flected on the many days I have ſo 


<A" * 
23 
* 


miſerably miſpent / Old: I have 
conſider d all thy wondrous Deeds of 
Mercy to me thy ungrateful Crea- 
ture notwithſtanding the little I 


- have: done to. pleaſe thee and the 


TB. 
„ 3. 
il N 


much I have done to offend thee : 
I have meditated on all the Works 
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3. For the Ene- 
my hath perſecuted 


my Soul: He hath 


brought down my 
life to the Earth. 


4. He hath placed 
me in darkneſs like 
the Dead of paſt 
Ages; and my ſpi- 


rit is in anguiſh: at 


myſelf: My heart is 


diſturb'd within rae. | 


5. I reflected on 
the days of old; I 


conſider d all thy 
deeds: I meditated 
on the works of thy 


hands. 
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6. J ſtretch'd forth 
my hands to thee: 
My Soul is to thee 
as Earth without 
Water. 


Hear me quick- 
ly, O Lord, My 
Spirit hath fainted. 


Turn not away 


thy face from me: 


And I ſhall be like 
thoſe who deſcend 
into the Lake, 


8. Make me to 
hear thy Mercy be- 
times; Becauſe I 
have hoped in thee. 


(94 ) 
of thy bountiful hands and found 
what a Wretch I have been in 
not fixing all my Delight and Hap- 
pineſs in loving and honouring 


thee, 

6. Wherefore, O my Sovereign 
Happineſs, have I ftretch'd forth 
my hands in confident hope to thee, 
who alone can'ſt recover me from 
the deplorable State of fin and 
Weakneſs which I have fo incon- 
ſiderately plunged myſelf into: 
Ay Soul is yearning to be refreſh'd 
with grace by thee, as Earth which 
is parch*d up by being long without 
Water yearns after Rain. 

7. . me then and fly guickly 
to my Afﬀiſtance, O- Lord: For 
my Spirit, by being ſo long abſent. 
from thee my only Strength, hath 


fainted and is become ſlothful and 


thy | 


unactive. | 

O turn not away in anger 
lovely face from me thy indigent 
Creature, But take compaſſion on 
me and conſider, that, unleſs thou 
vouchſafeſt to look down upon me 
with an eye of tenderneſs, I all 
be like thoſe forlorn impenitent 


Wretches, who, dying in their Sin, 


deſcend into the horrid Lake of Mi- 
ſery never to revert from thence, 

8. Make me, O gracious Saviour, 
to hear the Voice of thy Mercy 


betimes. 


Say to me inſtantly thy 


Sins are forgiven ; and let me no 
longer bear the Chain of my fin+ | 


ful Ties, becauſe thou knowelty'; 


Lord, I have hoped in thee 


firm and filial Confidence. v8 4.2 
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9. And that I may not hence- 
forth be ſeduced into forfeiting a- 
gain thy Mercy by freſh Offences 
make known to me the way of Grace 
I am to wall in; A O Lord, 


ſince my Converſion to thee, 1 


have lifted up my Soul in fighs and 
tears to thee, the GOD of my 
Salvation, with a ſincere Sorrow 


for having offended thee for the 


paſt and an ardent deſire of ſerv- 
ing thee faithfully for the future. 
10. Deliver me from all my 
Enemies, the Enemies to my Sal- 
vation as well viſible as inviſible 
Ones, O Lord: For to thee my 
only Safe-guard I have had recourſe 
for Protection and Aſſiſtance. And 
that I may ever labour to deſerve 
through thy grace thy bleſſed Suc- 
. cour in all my Neceſſities, reach 
me to do thy heavenly Will, and 
give me a heart to do it : Becauſe 
thou, Lord, ar't my GOD, and 
thy bleſſed Will alone is all 1 
covet, all I wiſh to know and do; 
and yet is what I cannot do 
without thee. 
11. Hence my deareſt Saviour 
do I 8 in thy goodneſs, 
that the Holy-Ghoſt, thy Good 
Spirit, will conduct me ſafely by his 
ſanctifying grace into 5 
ground of a whole Faith animated 
by Good Works: And for thy 
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thy Equity. 


9. Make known 
to me the way I am 
to walk in ; becauſe 
I have lifted up my 
Soul to thee. 


ro. Deliver me 
from my Enemies, 
O Lord, to thee 
J have had recourſe; 
teach me to do thy 
will becauſe thou art 
my G OD. 


11, Thy 
Spirit will conduct 
me (a) into the 
right ground: For 
thy Name's ſake, O 
Lord, thou wilt 
make me live by 


eh ho the right ground.] The Manual has it, on the right 
en, But the Douay Verhon in this is more cligible, becauſe 
* Fer foly conſonant with the Vulgate which has it, in terram 


\ 


good 


Holy 
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12. Thou wilt 
reſcue my Soul out 
of tribulation. And 
in thy mercy thou 
wilt deſtroy my E- 
nemies. 


13. And thou wilt 
deſtroy all who af- 
flict my Soul, be- 
cauſe I am thy Ser- 
vant. 


Glory be to the 


Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Ho- 
ly-Ghok. 


ther Mer 


(96) CY 
Holy Name's Sake, O Lord JE 
SUS, thou wilt make me live a 
life of Grace in this World, and 


a life of eternal Glory in the next, 
by thy unalterable Equity which is 
ever impartially ready to lay hold 
on every Means to favour repent- 
ing Sinners, 

12. Yes, my JESUS, Thou 
wilt reſcue my poor afflicted Soul 
out of every Tribulation of Sin and 
the fatal conſequences of it, which 


bear me down and keep me from 


uniting more intimately with 
thee. And in the unparallePd 
abundance of thy Mercy thou wilt 
deſtroy all my ſpiritual Enemies 
and confound the Devices of my 


temporal Ones, fo that they ſhall | 


not have power to alienate me 
from thee. | | 

13. And thou wilt add the far- 
to deſtroy all the pow- 
ers of Hell, who affiizt my Soul, 
and to reſtore me to that bliſsful 


Peace which is only to be poſſeſt 


by the Teſtimony of a Good 
onicience ; becauſe I am thy Pe- 


nitent tho' finful Servant whom 


thou cameſt on Earth purpoſe 
to redeem, O J ES US, tin 
Saviour of Souls. 49, 
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ſupport me and all men with his 
Grace. 

And may all Glory be forever 
given You, by me, O adorable 
Trinity, as it was. in the beginning 
when thou broughteſt me to the 
light of thy Salvation by Baptiſm; 
as it ig no, thanks to the Repent- 
ance thou haſt given me; and as 
it ever ſball be by means of the 
perſeverance in thy Love which 
I hope to obtain from thy Mercy. 
O grant this ineſtimable Bleſſing 
to me and all repenting Sinners, 
that we may forever enjoy thee, 
and fing thy praiſe and glory both 
in this Y/orld, and in that Other 
which ſhall perſiſt without an End. 
Amen. Amen, my GOD, O 

Jet it beſo: Amen. 


PARAPHRASED. 


REMEMBER not, O Lord, 

we implore thee, r own 

paſt Offences, either original or Ac- 
tual, to be averſt to us for them, 
Nor be mindful of thaſe perſonal 
Offences of our parents by which 
they have rebell'd againſt thee, to 
puniſh them either here or hereaf- 
ter. Tho' thou may'ſt puniſh 
Wicked Parents in the miſeries 
thou inflicteſt on their wicked Po- 
555 -Herity ; Thou wilt not ſuffer the 
Juſt Son to bear the Iniquities of 
-- Father, but wilt rather accept 
E Piety of Good Children ta 
25 mitigate thy Indi gnation againſt 
1 3 theit 
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JESUS, haft ſent to comfort and 


As it was in the 


beginning, is now, 


and ever ſhall be, 
world without end. 
Amen, 


ANTIPHON, 


O Lord, our 
offences, nor thoſe 
of our Parents: nei- 
ther take thou ven- 
geance on our fins, 
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their Parents, whenever they call 


a - CAL O00 oct Ano retreats, VS 2 re 


upon thee for that Purpoſe. For, 
if, like a Jealous GOD, Jealous 
to engroſs the hearts of thy own 
creating, thou do'ſt oftentimes 
viſit the Sins of reprobate Fathers, 


with temporal afflictions on their 


righteous Children; yet, as thou 
ar*t a propitious G O D, thou do'ſt 


always ſhew Mercy to Thouſands . 


of thoſe Children who love thee 
and keep thy Commands, and ar't 
ever gracious even in afflicting 
them, by affording them Grace 
to convert thoſe Afflictions into 
Means of Salvation. O hear 
us then, dear Lord; and exert 


thy tender Mercy to our Pa- 


rents and us; Nezther take thou 


Vengeance on their or our Sins: But 


graciouſly accept our preſent Re- 
pentance and Love for thee; to blot 
out their Guilt and Ours, and to 
remit to them and Us all the bitter 


Conſequences eternal or temporal 
of having finn'd againſt thee; eſ—- 


pecially thoſe temporal Puniſh- 
ments which may obſtruct our 
ſpeedy Converſion to thee, 


The PRAYER, 
E AR, O gracious GO D, I beſeech thee 


my contrite and humble Petition and enter 
not into Judgment with thy Servant ; but view my 
+ Repentance, improve it, and in Conſideration of the 
filial hopes I have placed in thee mercifully fer- 
all the Sins of my life paſt, and all the ,puniſh-'- _ 
ment due to them. Deliver me from the fie, 
of my Nature, from every Affection and proyengts- 
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« to Sin, and from all temptations which ſurround 


« me: Deliver me from the Devil, the World and 
« my own wretched Fleſh: And deliver me from all 


«© my Enemies viſible and inviſible. Weaken their 


% power, confound their Devices and bring to naught 


5 all their Attempts to alienate me from thee my on- 
% ly Joy, my wo Happineſs, and all uy Deſire. Be 
* thou my Protector my Refuge and C 
% my Afflictions ſpiritual and temporal. Send th 

« Holy Spirit to conduct me through my Station wah 
« Chriſtian Perſeverance and Improvement in Perfec- 
« tion, For the fake of thy Holy Name JESUS, 
©« be a Saviour to me; and for the ſake of that preci- 
4 ous blood which thou did'ſt ſo ptentifully ſhed for 
„ my Redemption to prove thy ſelf my Saviour, reſ- 
« cue my Soul from all which is earthly. Hide me in 


« thy facred Wounds, unite me intimately to thyſelf, 


and graciouſly reſtore me to a true Tranquillity of 
« Conſcience, Hold not in remembrance to puniſh. 
, them, the Sins of my life paſt, or thoſe of my Parents: 


4 But mercifully remit to us, not only the Guilt but 


6 all the evil Conſequences of them, and reconcile us 


perfectly to thy Self, that in and through thee 
« may live a life of perfect Grace and purity on Earth, 
« till it ſhall pleaſe thy unexhauſted Goodneſs to 
* transfer me to a life of everlaſting Glory with thee - 
cc 


and thy loved Saints in thy celeſtial Kingdom, Amen, 
« Sweet JESUS, Amen. Do thou of t 
* ſive Mercy fo diſpoſe Amen.” 


The PSALM. 
PARAPHRASE. PSALM.. 


* 1 


— 


tend, with thy confirm- 


A ince thou haſt generouſly de- make haſte to help 
igen d to free me from the oppreſ- me. 
„ 5 


omfort in all 


hy exten- 


1 Mae e to at- 1. X TTEND.o 
: \ my Aid, O 
ag Grace to my Aid, O GOD: GOD; © Lord, 
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five Yoke of the infernal Tyrant, 


de farther propitious to me, I moſt 


2. Let them be 
confounded and ſei- 
zed with Fear, who 
eek my Soul. 


4. Let them be 


.turn'd back and 


bluth for ſhame, who 
will Evils to me. 


4. Let them forth- 
with be turn'd back, 
bluſhing for ſhame, 


u ho ſay to me; Well, 


Well, 


1 
ſeek thee exult and 


rejoice in thee: And 
let thofe who love 
thy Salvation, ſay 


always, our Lord be 
magnified, _ 


awwith 


humbly beſeech thee, O Lord; and 


make haſte to help me forward in 
= Grace and in every Good 

ork. 25 

2. And O permit not my ſpiri- 
tual Enemies to interrupt my 
ſpeedy Progreſs in thy Love and 
Service; but let them all, viſible or 


inviſible, be confounaed by thy pro- 


tecting Grace in me, and ſeized 
fear of thy avenging Juſ- 
tice, who ſeek to pervert my Soul. 

3. Let all them be turn'd back, 
with converſion, confuſion or diſ- 
appointment, and bluſh for ſhame 


of their own perverſity, who dare, 
in dehance of Reaſon Conſci- 
ence and thy Grace, to will Sin, 


the worſt of Evuils, to me. 7 


4. Let them forthwith be turn'd 
back, ſilenced by their own Con- 


ſciences in the very minute they 


open their mouths, and bluſhing for 


ſhame of their baſe flattery, who, 


ſpeaking of my paſt life, /ay to me, 
well haſt thou done; or ſpeaking 


of my preſent Repentance, ſay, 


Well wou'dft thou do to deſiſt. 
5. Let all thy faithful Servants, 
who ſincerely and heartily ſeek thee, 
exult and rejoice in thee their Hope, 
their Help and only folid Happi- 
neſs ; and let all theſe in Heaven 


and on Earth who leve thy Salua- 


tion, join in one bleſſed Commu» _ 
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nion of Saints, and ſay and ſing 
always, in thanks to thee for thy 


infinit Mercies to them and to me 
a wretched Sinner, Our Lord be 


magnified in his unſearchableGreat- 


neſs, impenetrable Wiſdom, and 
inexhauſtible Goodneſs forever. 

6, With them, O gracious 
GOD, do I chearfully join with 
all the powers and fervor of my 
Soul, to thank, praiſe, and mag- 
nify thy mercies and wondrous 
Works: But I am needy and poor 
of every Good, and therefore but 
little (O how little!) worthy to 
join with them. Yet, O GOD, 
help me to become more worthy, 
that, with them, I may glorify 
thee as I wiſh, and ought, to do. 
For thou ar't my Sovereign only 


Helper in all which is good, and 


my powerful generous Deliverer 
from all the Bad I eſcape. O Lord 
then, make no Delay to raiſe me 
to that Perfection of Love for thee 


which may qualify me to enjoy 


and be intimately united to thee 
forever, in the bliſsfulSociety of thy 
Saints and Angels, WET 
, Glory be to the Father who makes 
the bleſſed Spirits above his Mi- 
ruſtets, and to the Son who re- 
deemed Mankind to make them 
Saints and affociate them with thoſe 


Spirits, and io the Holy-Ghgft, who 
ſanctifies us miſerable Sinners to 
join us in one Communion with all 
dhe heavenly Hoſt. 
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6. But I am needy 
and poor, O GOD, 


help me. 
| 


7. Thou ar't mp I. 
Helper and my De- 


liverer! O . 4 
make no Delay. | , . 
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As it was in the And may all Glory be to this {{ 
beginning, is now, all-gracious Trinity, as it was in 
and ever ſhall be, the beginning, before Angels were 
world without end. created, it now ſince Man's Aſſo- 
Amen, ciation with Angels, and ever ſpall 
5 be, when perſevering Penitents 
I ſhall reap the benefits of this aſſo- 
4 cCiation, by glorifying GO D's ma- 
TEST nifeſted — in one viſible 
71 1 Communion of Saints, in that 
world, where his all-filling Glory 
and their untold Rewards ſhall be 
diſplay'd without meaſure and 
without end. Amen, great GOD! 

Amen: Ordain it ſo to be, Amen. 
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| The PRAYER. 
T | 1 T a 1 FR 
" O Lord GOD! Thou, Source of every 


ood, have mercy on me: And ſince thou 
*© haft ſo graciouſly vouchfafed to free me from the 
Chains of Sin, and reſcue me by thy — 
Grace from the Tyrannic Servitude of Satan; 
s farther let thy inexhauſted Bounty deign not only 
e to preſerve me from all future Lapſes but even to 
« forward me in every Grace and Virtue, Suffer not 
& Hell nor any of it's Emiſſaries to ſtay or to retard 
F © my ſpeedy progreſs towards Perfection, to weaken 
„ my Repentance for my former life, or to abate my 
Teal and Fervor in amending it. But rather help 
me every day, nay every hour and inſtant to ad- 
J vance ſtill more in loving, ſerving and glorifying thee. 
For this intention, Lord, I offer up to thee the 
Prayers and Praiſes of all thy Saints and Angels in 
* heaven and on earth, that what is wanting in me to 
render my Petition grateful, their Merits and thy 
Mercy may make up, and what my Poverty and 
Littleneſs deſerve not to receive their Interceſſion 
may obtain. O make me worthy then, in their 


* Communion, to magnify thy aweful Name. Un- 
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| ec worthy as I perſonally am at preſent and poor in all 
q 
b. 


« which thou ar't pleaſed with, Thou, Lord, canſt 
“ make me rich. do it therefore for thy Mercy's 
« Sake; and ſince thou knoweſt how frail I am and 
«© how beſet on all Sides with dangers in every inſtant 
«© of my life, be pleaſed to ben me, without 
delay, with thy confirmin improving Spirit, 
that I may ſpeedily be fitted for enjoying with thy 
„ heavenly Hoſt, thy bliſsful love-rewarding Caunte- 
« nance forever. Amen,” | 


—— tt 
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Page 15. Line 21. read 15. 
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Lately PubliſÞ®d, 


*. R. Trapp Vindicated from the Imputation of 

D being a Chriſtian, Occaſion'd by a Pamphlet of 
that, Reverend Author againſt the Methodiſts, intitled, 
The Nature, Folly, Sin, and Danger of being Righ- 
teous over-much. By a Lover of Truth. 

Seeft thou a Man that is haſty in his Words ? There is 
more Hope of a Fool than of him. Prov. xxix. 20. 

The Second Edition, with a Preface, occaſion'd by 
a late Pamphlet, intitled, The True Spirit of the Me- 
thodifts, &c. &c. and the Vindicator's moſt humble 
and penitent Recantation. Price 6 d. 


2. The Catholick Church clear'd from the Charge 
of Corruption and Novelty. A Sermon occaſioned 
by the late Lecture againſt Popery at Salters- Hall ; 
with a ſhort Review of the Deſign of it. | 


Such are falſe Apoſtles, deceitful TVorkers, 
transforming ares into the Apeſiles of Chriſt. 
2 Cor, xi, 13. Price 6'd 


| 57 

3. The Two Corea hell on February, and 

13, 1734-5, at the Bell- Tavern in Nicholas-Lane, be- 

tween two Romiſb Prieſts, a Divine of the Church of 

England, and Dr. Hunt and Mr. Chandler Diſſenting 

Divines, truly ſtated. With ſome Additions and Sup- 

plemental Remarks, on a late printed Account of the 
ſaid Conferences. 


By a GENTLEMAN who was preſent at both 
Conferences. WM 


Semper £70 Auditor tantum ? nungquamne rebonam, 
Venatus toties ? JuvENAL, Price 6. 


Os >the 
= / X * rere lp Dr I * "44 : " 
* „ 7 2 X Sx "$6 2 7 > 
WILKS e GT r . 


SV 


